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Building Official Technical Advisory 2022-1 (revised)7/6/2022 

Subject: Adjudged lawsuit revoked PSF-TECO PS-1 stamps, and pending lawsuit claims two 

certification agencies are incorrectly grading and stamping Brazilian plywood being imported into the U.S. 
primarily through the Port of Miami 

 
Purpose: The intent of this advisory is to provide pertinent information and to suggest, contractors, lumber 
suppliers, and the general public closely monitor this continually developing situation. 

 
Issues: Throughout the Florida Residential & Building Code there are minimum requirements for structural 
wood panels. Section 2303.1.5, included in full below, provides the minimum requirements relevant to this 
advisory. 

2303.1.5 Wood structural panels. 
Wood structural panels, when used structurally (including those used for siding, roof and wall sheathing, subflooring, diaphragms and 
built-up members), shall conform to the requirements for their type in DOC PS 1, DOC PS 2 or ANSI/APA PRP 210. Each panel or 
member shall be identified for grade, bond classification, and Performance Category by the trademarks of an approved testing and grading 
agency. The Performance Category value shall be used as the "nominal panel thickness" or "panel thickness" whenever referenced in this 
code. Wood structural panel components shall be designed and fabricated in accordance with the applicable standards listed in Section 2306. l 
and identified by the trademarks of an approvedtesting and inspection agency indicating conformance to the applicable standard. In addition, 
wood structural panels when permanently exposed in outdoor applications shall be of Exterior type, except that wood structural panel roof 
sheathing exposed to the outdoors on the underside is permitted to be 
Exposure 1 type. 

The claim by U.S. Structural Plywood Integrity Coalition, et al., is Forestwood Industries Inc (FII) and Association 
For Laboratory Accreditation Inc (A2LA) certification agencies have fraudulently certified and stamped the Brazilian 
plywood as meeting the requirements of DOC PS-1. The City of Venice has not independently verified these claims, 
and the case, filed on June 14, 2022, pending in the Southern District of Florida. 

 
Separately, in June of 2018, the APA issued product advisory (SP-1185), which states that span rated panels failed 
the .2 inch deflection criteria by 15 to 41 percent. (Please see attached advisory) 

 
To date, articles on this topic have discussed many potential causes for the alleged failures, including wood densities, 
growth rates, climate, and tree species. The link to three articles on the subject are included below. Links to these 
articles are included for informational purposes only. The City of Venice has not independently verified the veracity 
or accuracy of these articles, a task that the City of Venice is unequipped to do at this time. 

 

1. After Federal Court Bans Brazilian Plywood Certifier, Another Appears 

(insurancejournal.com) 

2. Brazilian Plywood Manufacturers Circumvent Permanent Injunction with Unqualified 

Certification Company, Forestwood Industries | National | wdrb.com 

3. Judge’s Injunction Stops Sale of Brazilian Plywood in Plywood Safety Lawsuit | 

Business Wire 

The City of Venice finds that no plywood bearing the PSF-TECO PS-1 stamp after 5/31/2022 valid and will not be 
approved for structural sheathing. 
 
The City of Venice will closely monitor the pending lawsuit on FII and A2LA for any further developments. At the 
present time, the FII (Forestwood) Certification is currently valid. 
 
Stephen Beckman, Building Official City of Venice 

 

 

https://www.insurancejournal.com/news/southeast/2022/06/20/672680.htm?print
https://www.insurancejournal.com/news/southeast/2022/06/20/672680.htm?print
https://www.wdrb.com/news/national/brazilian-plywood-manufacturers-circumvent-permanent-injunction-with-unqualified-certification-company-forestwood-industries/article_0b56afd1-7aef-586a-9684-2d7f5cbfec6c.html
https://www.wdrb.com/news/national/brazilian-plywood-manufacturers-circumvent-permanent-injunction-with-unqualified-certification-company-forestwood-industries/article_0b56afd1-7aef-586a-9684-2d7f5cbfec6c.html
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20220526005290/en/Judge%E2%80%99s-Injunction-Stops-Sale-of-%20%20Brazilian-Plywood-in-Plywood-Safety-Lawsuit
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20220526005290/en/Judge%E2%80%99s-Injunction-Stops-Sale-of-%20%20Brazilian-Plywood-in-Plywood-Safety-Lawsuit


E:E::teedd fo'r Conformance to U.S.
Ply_oodpanelsfromBraalrr

Product Standard PS 1-09 Requirements
SuMMARY

Brazilian softwood plywood panels recently imported into the United States bear trademarks that state compliance

with U.S. Voluntary Product Standard PS-I, St"c£L+rci} Plywood. Tests conducted at APA -The Engineered Wooc{

Associ.clfion measured ttie `structural performance of this I)anel type. Test results indicated that the imported

Brazilian panels did not meet the stiffness requirements of the designated species grouping or the referenced Span

Rating for roof sheathing, as defined in the Standard.

APA TEST SERIES

Structural softwood plywood panels imported from Brazil into the U.S. totaled 721  million square feet (on

a 3/8-inch basis) in 2017.  Generally, these panels were manufactured using veneers of wood species grown

outside of North America. APA conducted a series of tests on nine sets of Brazilian plywood imported from seven

manufacturers. The tests were completed at the APA Research Center in Tacoma, Washington, injuly 2017 through

April 2018. The plywood panels were sampled from multiple distribution yards in the U.S. All panels tested were

trademarked as U.S.  Product Standard PS  i, 5£ruccurcz! Plywood.

Figures 1  and 2 show the test results for panel bending stiffness. As shown in Figure  1, the tested plywood panels

failed to meet the PS  1  bending stiffness requirements (PS  1, Table 9 Species GrotAp aassificfl[io7t Tcs[ CritericlJor Other

Thcln Spclri-RfltGd Panc]s) for Group I by a margin of 23 to 55 percent. For Span-Rated plywood sheathing, Figure

2 shows that corresponding panel bending stiffness failed to meet the required 0.2-inch deflection criterion (PS I,

Tc[b!e 8 UniJorm Locld Performance Criteria) for Roof-48 Span-Rated panels at 35 psf by a margin of 15 to 41 percent.

Form  No.  SP-11851.  ©  2018 APA -The  Engineered  Wood  Association  .  www.apawood.org



Product Adv.isory:  Importec!  Plywood  Panels  from  Braz.II  Evaluated for  Conformcince to  u.S.  Procluct Standard  PS  1 -09  Requirements

FIGURE   1

COMPARISON 0F TEST RESULTS WITH THE  REQUIRED  PANEL  BENDING STIFFNESS  (El)  FOR  IMPORTED
GROUP  1  PLYWOOD  (TABLE 9  0F  PS 1)  AS TRADEMARKED

FIGURE   2

COMPARISON  0F TEST  RESULTS WITH THE  PANEL BENDING  STIFl=NESS  (El)  REQUIRED TO  SATISFY THE
0.2-INCH  DEFLECTION  CRITERION  (TABLE 8  0F PS  1)  FOR  ROOF-48  SPAN-RATED  PANELS AT 35  Psl:

CONCERNS

None of the individual lots of plywood panels performed at the serviceability level documented for Group  1 species

within PS  I.1n addition, none of the Span-Rated plywood sheathing lots, when used as structural members at the

Span Rating shown in the trademark, complied with the roof deflection criteria within PS  I.

SAMPLING

The nine data sets of panels from seven Brazilian plywood manufacturers are desc,ribed in Table  1. Each data set

included five or more sheets of 4x8-fool panels. All plywood panels were 7-ply 7-layer construction and carried PS  I

trademarks issued by accredited inspection agencies.

Form  Nci.  SP-1185  -©  2018  APA -The  Engineered  Wood  Associcition  .  www.apawood.org



Product Aclvisory:  lmportecl  Plywooc!  Panels from  Braz.II  Evaluatecl  tor  Ccmformance  to  U.S` Proc/uct StclndorcI  PS  ] -09  Requ;rements

BRAZILIAN  Pl:YWOOD SAMPLES                   C'
Species Group/Span  RatingB-CGroup1 Bond  Class

MIll  lDA a egory23/32
EXT

a 2:3/3;2- B-C  Group  1                        \B-CGroup1B-CGroup1B-CGroup1 EXT

C 23/32 EXTT

DE 23/32 EXEXT

23/3223/32

I                 48/24 SheathingI48/24Sheathing
EXpl

F

G 3/4 EXpl

C 23/32 48/24  Sheathing                                                 EXp  l

I                                     D                                     I                               23/32                                I                   48/24Sheathing                                                    EXP1

TESTED  PROPERTIES

Plywood specimens were prepared and tested in accordance wl.th Secllon 6 2 3,
Test/or Pcmel B€ndittg, of PS  1  in

L  LJ   `'  `,`,_  _r_  ___-____

theflatwisebendmgalongthemajorpanelaxisdirectionThebendingstiffnesswasdetermmedfromthedata

Forspecies-group-rated(ie.,non-Span-Rated)panels,thetestresultsarecompareddirectlytothecriteriashown

in Table 9 of PS 1  To assess compliance with PS  i  for Span-Rated panels (48/24 sheathing shown in Table  i),

equivalentdeflectionunderuniformloadwascalculatedforSpan-Ratedpanelsbasedontheroofspanof48inches

o.c. and compared to the criteria shown in Table 8 of PS  I.

CREDENTIALS

Foundedm1933,APA-TheEngmeeredWoodAssociationlsanot-for-profittradeassociationlocatedinTacoma,

Washington.APAi.satestlaboratoryaccreditedunderlso/lEC17025andacerlificatlonorgamzationaccredited

under lso/lEC 17065 for engineered wood products.

DISCLAIMER

ThisProductAdvisoryi.sbasedonAPA-TheErLgmeeredWoodAssociation'scontinuingprogramoflaboratorylesting,

productresearchandcomprehenslvefieldexperience.NeltherAPA,norltsmembersmakeanywarranty,expressed
orimplied,orassumeanylegalresponsibilityfortheuse,applicationof,and/orreferencetotheopinions,findings,

conclusionsorrecommendationsincludedinthisProductAdvisory.Consultyourlocaljurisdictionordesign

professlonaltoensurecompllancewlthcode,constructionandperformancerequirements.BecauseAPAhasno
controloverthequalityofworkmanshiportheconditionsunderwhlchBrazillanplywoodpanelproductsareused,
itcannotacceptresponsibilityforproductperformanceordesignsasactuallyconstructed.
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Evaluated for Conformance to U.S. Product

Standard PS IJ)9 Requirements
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

 
CASE NO. 19-62225-CIV-ALTMAN 

 
U.S. STRUCTURAL PLYWOOD 
INTEGRITY COALITION, et al., 
 

Plaintiffs, 
 

v. 
 
PFS CORPORATION, 
 

Defendant. 
___________________________________/ 
 

PERMANENT INJUNCTION &  

ENTRY OF STIPULATED FINAL JUDGMENT 

 

The parties have filed a Joint Motion for Entry of Permanent Injunction & Stipulated Final 

Judgment (“Motion”) [ECF No. 464], seeking entry of this Permanent Injunction and entry of 

Stipulated Final Judgment (“Permanent Injunction”). As set out in the Stipulation, PFS TECO has 

consented to entry of the Judgment, waived findings of fact and conclusions of law, and waived any 

right to appeal from this Judgment. Accordingly, the Joint Motion is GRANTED as follows: 

I. PERMANENT INJUNCTIVE RELIEF 

IT IS ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that, within seven (7) days of the entry of this 

Judgment, PFS TECO is ordered to revoke all of the PS 1 certificates and grade stamps that PFS 

TECO has issued to plywood mills located in southern Brazil by emailing a notice of PS 1 certificate 

revocation to each Brazilian licensee and to remove all revoked PS 1 certificates from the PFS TECO 

website. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that PFS TECO is barred until this 

permanent injunction is lifted from issuing any PS 1 certificate or grade stamp to any plywood mill in 

Brazil.  
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that PFS TECO shall not move to lift 

this permanent injunction until such time as PFS TECO has performed adequate testing of the tree 

species to be utilized in the region of Brazil for the manufacture of PS 1 structural plywood, has 

identified those grades of veneer by species and panel layout formulation that will meet the PS 1 

requirements and has put in place the necessary laboratory, inspection and testing regimes to make 

certain that any plywood mills licensed by PFS TECO to produce PS 1 plywood have demonstrated 

the capability to consistently manufacture structural plywood that complies with the PS 1 standard. In 

addition, to support a motion to lift this Order, PFS TECO must demonstrate that it has in place a 

comprehensive system of plywood certification, inspection and testing practices that will provide 

substantial ongoing assurance that all of its PS 1 plywood licensees are continuing to consistently 

comply with the PS 1 standard or are terminated for noncompliance.  

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that PFS TECO is ordered to 

cooperate with plaintiffs in any litigation raising issues related to the adequacy of performance of 

certification, inspection and testing agencies authorized to perform those functions under the PS 1 

Product Standard, which shall include, but not be limited to, providing relevant documents to 

plaintiffs’ counsel and witnesses to testify in those court proceedings.  

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that PFS TECO shall urge the PS 1 

Standing Committee to create an organization or committee similar to the American Lumber Standard 

Committee created pursuant to the PS 20 Product Standard, which governs structural lumber in the 

U.S. This organization would be empowered, pursuant to contracts with each of its certification, 

inspection and testing agencies, to conduct unannounced field examinations at any of its agency’s 

licensee plants or to facilitate and conduct surveillance check inspections in U.S. ports, storage 

facilities, distribution yards and retail establishments. Based upon the evidence in this case, this Court 

expressly finds that creation of such an oversight accrediting agency is necessary to make the efficacy 
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of the certification and quality control system supporting the PS 1 Product Standard governing 

structural plywood sold in the U.S. comparable to the PS 20 Product Standard governing structural 

lumber in the U.S. 

 

II. RETENTION OF JURISDICTION 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that this Court shall retain jurisdiction 

of this matter and over PFS TECO in order to implement and carry out the terms of this Judgment 

and all Orders and Decrees that may be entered, to entertain any suitable application or motion for 

additional relief within the jurisdiction of this Court, and to order any other relief that is Court deems 

appropriate under the circumstances. 

III. RULE 54(b) CERTIFICATION 

There being no reason for delay, pursuant to Rule 54(b) of the Federal Rules of Civil 

Procedure, the Clerk is ORDERED to enter this Judgment forthwith and without further notice. 

IV. CLOSURE 

The Clerk is directed to CLOSE this case. All pending deadlines and hearings are 

TERMINATED, and any pending motions are DENIED AS MOOT. 

* * * 

DONE AND ORDERED in the Southern District of Florida this 23rd day of May 2022. 

 

 

_________________________________ 
ROY K. ALTMAN 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 

 
cc: counsel of record 
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