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Community Character  
& Historic Resources Element 

 
 
GOAL  PRESERVE VENICE’S HISTORICAL, CULTURAL, ARCHEOLOGICAL, 

AND NATURAL LANDSCAPE RESOURCES TO PROTECT VENICE’S 
QUALITY OF LIFE, COMMUNITY CHARACTER, AND CITY IDENTITY. 

 
Objective 1 Development and Planning Practices. Fully integrate the consideration of 

historical, cultural, natural, and community character matters into the City’s 
land use planning and development process.    

 
Policy 1.1 Historic Resource Planning. Integrate historic and archeological resource 

planning into the City’s site and development process.  Historic and 
archeological planning shall consider the following impacts 
A. Architectural buildings and structures.  
B. Viewsheds, landscapes, and vistas. 
C. John Nolen’s 1926 General Plan for the City of Venice. 
D. Culturally significant heritage resources. 
E. Archeological site and resources. 
F. Design compatibility. 
G. Design Overlays 
H. Gateways  

 
Policy 1.2 Preservation Planning Review. Incorporate preservation planning into the 

City’s development review process by including the Director of Historic 
Resources as a participant in the technical review of development projects. 

 
Policy 1.3 Diverse Architectural Character. Promote Venice’s diverse architectural 

heritage by preserving and promoting an array of architectural periods, 
building types, and design styles including: 
A. Northern Italian Renaissance Style: Style of architecture prevalent in 

Venice from 1926 to 1929, the major features of which include 
masonry finished with stucco, terra cotta tile roofs, cornices, balconies, 
arched openings, and niches. Ornamental iron work for windows, 
grilles and balconies, applied concrete relief designs and embedded 
glazed tile patterns are also part of this style. 

B. Mediterranean Revival Style: Style of architecture prevalent in Florida 
during the 1920s and 1930s that combines expressions of Italian, 
North African, and Southern Spanish or Moorish themes characterized 
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by asymmetrical massing, stucco walls, low-pitched terra cotta or tile 
roofs, arched doorways, and scrolled or tile-capped parapet walls. 

 
Policy 1.4 Architectural Handbook.  Review and expand the City’s Architectural 

Guidelines Handbook so that Venice’s predominant architectural styles 
may be targeted to specific areas. 

 
Policy 1.5 Coordinated City Preservation and Design. Coordinate City, County, and 

State projects with the City’s historic and archeological resource 
programs.  Examples of such coordinated projects include: 
A.  Streetscape improvements with traditional lighting and design efforts.  
B. Park development with preservation of viewsheds and landscapes. 
C.  Sector/neighborhood area planning.  
D. Community redevelopment. 
E.  Wayfinding. 
F.  Signage. 
 

Policy 1.6 Preservation Planning Tools.  The City shall continue to utilize 
preservation planning tools consistent with existing City ordinances that 
foster the preservation of historic structures, landscapes and archeological 
resources.  Such tools include, but are not limited to: 
A.  Tax incentives. 
B.  Grants and other fundraising methods. 
C.  Façade easements. 
D.  Historic properties and landscape easements. 
E.  Historic structure / land trusts. 
F.  Rehabilitation building and fire code standards. 
G.  Alternative land use standards. 
H.  Integrated roadway design. 
I.   Alternative parking standards. 
J.  Rehabilitation loans.  
K.  Low interest purchase loans. 
 

Policy 1.7 Historic Buildings, Structure Reuse, and Redevelopment. Utilize the site 
and development process to promote the continued viability of historic 
buildings in the City’s four historic districts; Eagle Point District, 
Edgewood District, Armada Road Multi-Family District, and Venezia 
Park District, by encouraging: 
A.  Adaptive reuse of designated historical buildings and structures.  
B. Use of new building technologies and techniques. 
C.  Creative redevelopment solutions and strategies. 
D. Maintaining historical zoning and site, setback, and coverage standards 
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in order to preserve the neighborhood character. 

E. Grandfathering legal non-conforming densities, provided that the 
building is listed as a historic resource on the National Register of 
Historic Places, that the building is included in a historic district, and 
that the reconstruction is an authentic replica of the original building 
except for compliance with new building codes. 

 
Policy 1.8 Historic Resource Demolition Alternatives.  Continue to develop 

procedures that provide alternatives to demolition of historic properties, 
structures, and landscapes. Such procedures shall be consistent with 
existing City ordinances and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation and Illustrated Guidelines for Applying the Standards for 
rehabilitating historic buildings, and shall include: 
A.  Redesign of project to protect historic resources. 
B. Inclusion of historic resources into overall plan design.  
C. Adaptive reuse of the resource. 
D. On-site relocation of the resource within the project. 
E. Off-site relocation of the resource to another location in the 

community or project site. 
F. Façade easements. 
G. Flexible building, land development, and fire standards. 
H. Alternate parking standards. 
I. Salvage of structural components and/or architectural features. 
J. Documentation of the historical resource through pictures and written 

report.  
  
Policy 1.9 Development Protection Priorities. Utilize the historic resource 

information available through the Florida Master Site File and National 
Register of Historic Places to determine what property, structures, and 
landscapes shall be the City’s priorities for preserving. 

 
Policy 1.10 Preservation Project Coordination. The City shall coordinate its historic 

preservation efforts with scopes of work, schedules, and work plans of 
development and improvement of public services, facilities, and 
infrastructure systems. 

 
Policy 1.11 Neighborhood Character Preservation. Protect the unique character of the 

City’s residential neighborhoods by eliminating incompatible uses and 
prohibiting the relocation of such incompatible uses if the relocation 
would result in negative impacts to other existing or proposed residential 
neighborhoods. 
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Objective 2 Historic Preservation Standards and Practices. Preserve Venice’s cultural, 
historical, and architectural character by implementing historic preservation 
standards and practices.   

 
Policy 2.1 Certified Local Government. The City shall continue to pursue becoming 

a Certified Local Government (CLG) through the National Park Service 
and the Florida Division of Historical Resources.  As part of this effort, 
the City shall review its historic preservation ordinance to ensure that the 
ordinance meets all CLG requirements. 

 
Policy 2.2 Technical Assistance. Provide property owners technical assistance 

regarding: 
A. Benefits of historic preservation. 
B. Public preservation initiatives and programs. 
C. Alternative use, design, and development opportunities. 
D. Historic preservation procedures. 

  
Policy 2.3 Best Practices. Utilize best practices for historic planning and preservation 

as established by the Department of Interior and Florida Department of 
State Division of Historic Resources. 

 
Policy 2.4 Preservation Resources Inventory. The City shall periodically update the 

citywide inventory of historic properties and landscapes in order to ensure 
that all applicable properties are considered for federal, state, and local 
historic preservation designation.  A technology based system should be 
used to maintain, house, and access the historic resource inventory. 

  
Policy 2.5 Oral History Program. Ensure that the City’s unique heritage and 

development history are recorded for future generations by continually 
capturing the stories of community members. 

 
Policy 2.6 Preservation Priorities. The City shall continue to utilize the Preservation 

Resources Inventory and Historic Resources Database to identify the 
City’s priorities for: 
A. Preservation and/or location of historic properties, archeological lands, 

and natural landscapes. 
B. Distributing limited preservation funds and incentives. 
C. City work plans. 

 
Policy 2.7 Resource  Depository.  Make the City’s historic materials available for 

research by continuing to process, conserve, organize, and inventory the 
following resources: 
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A. Photographic collection. 
B. Manuscript collection. 
C. City’s historic documents. 
D. Maps. 
E. Newspapers. 
F. Property information files and materials. 
G. Community information files and materials. 
H. Websites. 
 

Policy 2.8     Resource Facility.  Identify funding to provide adequate facilities to house 
the City’s historic resource depository, the Venice Archives, considering 
specific engineering, space, and climate control requirements. 
 

 Policy 2.9 Community Preservation Awareness. Educate the public about the City’s 
unique heritage by continuing to administer a comprehensive community 
preservation awareness program that includes: 
A. Public information brochures and newsletters. 
B. Lectures, symposiums, and exhibits. 
C. In-classroom presentations. 
D. Historic markers. 
E. Trolley and walking tours. 
F. Community kiosks. 

 
Policy 2.10 Heritage Tourism. Coordinate with the Venice Chamber of Commerce, 

Sarasota County Convention and Visitors Bureau, Sarasota-Manatee 
Scenic Highway Program, Venice MainStreet, Triangle Inn 
Museum/Venice Archives, Venice Area Historical Society, Sarasota 
History Alive, Sarasota County Arts Council, Anything Arts (e-
newsletter), Sarasota County Historical Preservation Coalition, Friends of 
the Lord-Higel House, Venice Architectural Review Board, and other 
historical or tourism organizations to promote walking tours and other 
ventures targeted at the heritage tourism market.  

 
Policy 2.11 Grants and Funding Efforts. Utilize the City’s research processes to 

identify, solicit, and obtain grants and funding resources for preservation 
initiatives and programs. 
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Objective 3 Preservation Partnerships. Maintain and strengthen historic and 
archeological partnerships with government agencies and private 
organizations. 

 
Policy 3.1 Historic Preservation Coordination. Expand the City’s preservation 

resources by participating in and partnering with local, regional, state, and 
federal organizations including Venice Historic Preservation Board, 
Venice Area Historical Society, Triangle Inn Association/Venice Area 
Archives, Venice MainStreet, and Sarasota County History Center, 
Sarasota History Alive, Sarasota County Arts Council, Anything Arts (e-
newsletter), Sarasota County Historical Preservation Coalition, Friends of 
the Lord-Higel House, Architectural Review Board, including: 
A. Historic registers. 
B. Grant programs and funding initiatives. 
C. Public awareness and education. 
D. Development initiatives and protection programs. 
E.  Heritage tourism efforts. 

 
Policy 3.2 State and Federal Registers. Utilize the Archives Department to administer 

and promote the historic and archeological preservation practices, 
programs, and standards of the Department of Interior and Florida 
Department of State Division of Historic Resources. 

 
Policy 3.3 Tamiami Trail Scenic Highway. Continue to participate as an active 

member of the Sarasota-Manatee Scenic Highway program. 
 
Policy 3.4 Tax Incentives Partnership. By 2014, consider establishing an interlocal 

agreement with Sarasota County for the development of tax incentive 
programs for historic preservation designations and easements. 

    
  




