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BUS Passes awarded to Airport, ASD employees 
 Two city employees recently received BUS Passes — Heather LeDuc, 

Airport Property Administrator; and Jeanette Bartek, Administrative As-

sistant/Program Administrator for Administrative Services. Both were 

nominated for providing excellent service to others, and/or establishing 

a new level of excellence in duties through self-initiative and exemplary 

behavior.                                

 Each BUS (Bravo for Ultimate Service) Pass comes with a $100 mone-

tary award.                                

 LeDuc, who has been with the city at the airport for about a decade, 

was nominated by Airport Maintenance Technician Bill Ford and Airport 

Operations/Maintenance Supervisor Jim Eppley. After LeDuc was ap-

pointed interim airport director on March 11, she “immediately realized 

that she had not been kept abreast of the airport business nearly as well 

as she thought,” her nomination reads.                 

 “In typical Heather fashion, she handled all the different aspects of 

being director in stride,” the nomination continues. “While administer-

ing all the duties of her new position, Heather managed to still perform 

all the duties of her regular job as well. Heather spent many long days, 

nights and weekends away from her family keeping everything going, 

meeting procedural requirements and directives from the city manager, 

City Council, FDOT and FAA. Heather continued this schedule throughout  

     Continued on page 2 

Venice Airport employees and Assistant City Manager Len Bramble (back row, far left) 

surprised Airport Property Administrator Heather LeDuc (front row, second from left) 

with a pizza party Oct. 13 to celebrate her BUS Pass award. 
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Bus Passes, continued from page 1         

the budget process, along with overseeing the completion of the Runway 13-31 

relocation project.” In closing, the nomination reads, “Heather is a great asset to 

all of her co-workers and the City of Venice.                      

  Bartek’s nomination was submitted by ASD Director Alan Bullock.         

  “One of the city’s vehicles needed significant engine repairs after a fuel mixup 

on May 11,” it reads. “Since this was not accidental damage in the traditional 

sense of the term, it was not immediately apparent that this could be covered by 

insurance, but Bartek suggested that we file a claim, and it was covered. As a re-

sult, the city received $10,156 from its insurance carrier.”              

  The nomination goes on to state, “This revenue goes into the general fund and 

can be used to offset a wide variety of city expenses moving forward.”       

  Bartek has also been with the city for a decade. 

Jeanette Bartek, Administrative Assistant/

Program Administrator for Administrative 

Services, at her desk at City Hall. 

BUS Token recipients 

 Bravo for Ultimate Service is an employee incentive program based on 

the PRIDE (Productive, Responsible, Innovative, Dedicated, Ethical) initi-

ative adopted by City Council. It rewards employees for going above 

and beyond.                              

 Once an employee collects five BUS Tokens, he or she can turn them 

in to Administrative Services for $50.                 

 BUS Tokens were recently awarded to:                

 Joanne Benjamin, Finance                                                                                                                                                 

 Wesley Weber, Police                        

 William Kuchar, Police                       

 Judy Gamel, City Manager’s Office 
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City workers ‘Make a Difference’ 

  Some 429 volunteers — including a number of city employees — turned out Saturday, 

Oct. 15 to beautify the city for Venice’s annual Make a Difference Day, according to organ-

izer Jim Foubister of Serve Florida.                            

 “We had people in their 80s and kids in middle school,” Foubister said. “We had all kinds 

of people helping out.”                                   

 The efforts included those of the Venice Middle School Young Marines.          

 “What an incredible effort, with so many volunteers, including an astounding number of 

young folks,” said Assistant City Manager Len Bramble, who also lent a hand. “Without 

events like Make a Difference Day, and without our wonderful volunteers, Venice would 

likely be very different from the Venice we know and love today.”              

 Make a Difference Day, one of the largest national days of community service, saves the 

city thousands of dollars.                                 

 Landscaping, raking, cleaning and litter collection took place in the Venice Avenue medi-

ans, as well as at Centennial Park, City Hall Park, Dr. Fred Albee Park, East Gate Park, Foun-

tain Park, Graser Park, Humphris Park (South Jetty), John Nolen Park, Michael Biehl Park, 

Mundy Park, Ponce De Leon Park,  Prentiss French Park, Ruscelletto Park, Venezia Park, 

West Blalock Park, Heritage Park, Luna’s pocket park, Hecksher Park, Chuck Reiter Park, 

Venetian Waterway Park, South Brohard Park and Legacy Park.               

 Other volunteers built picnic tables at Prentiss French and replaced bench slats at the 

South Jetty. Supplies, including drinking water and gloves, were furnished.           

 Foubister, with Venice Cares/Tri County Community Foundation, was the chief organizer 

of the event, with assistance from city Public Works staff. Lift Church and Venice Cares also 

provided a free lunch for volunteers. 

Above, City Clerk Lori 

Stelzer, Stormwater En-

gineer Analyst Gillian 

Carney, Planning and 

Zoning Administrative 

Coordinator Christina 

Rimes and ASD Benefits 

Administrator Susie Dan-

iels helped out on Make a 

Difference Day last 

month, along with Assis-

tant City Manager Len 

Bramble, right. 
    See more photos, page 4 
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

Those lending a 

hand on Make a 

Difference Day 

Oct. 15 included 

Council Member 

Fred Fraize, below 

left. 
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Continued on page 6 

New employees take bus tour of city 
 On Oct. 19, 21 new staff members got a 
tour of City Hall and its various departments, 
then boarded a SCAT Express bus for a look 
at city facilities both on and off the island, 
Venice landmarks and other points of inter-
est like the downtown area, cultural com-
plex, and the South Jetty and other local 
beaches.                   
 The tour was narrated onboard by Admin-
istrative Services Director Alan Bullock and 
Public Information Officer Lorraine Ander-
son. Midday, everyone was treated to lunch 
outside at Sharky’s on the Pier, where 
Sharky’s owners Mike and Justin Pachota 
stopped by to say hello. City Manager Ed 
Lavallee and Assistant City Manager Len 
Bramble also joined the group for lunch, 
then took a walk on the Venice Fishing Pier. 
Several workers said they had never been to 
Sharky’s or out to the pier before.      
 New employees who attended the tour 
were: Ryan Burns, Engineering/Stormwater Technician, Engineering; Jeff Hackett, Engineering/Stormwater Technician, Engineering; Michelle Girvan, Re-
cording Secretary, Clerk’s Office; Mark Cervasio, Airport Director; Tracy Self, Administrative Coordinator, Utilities; Tom West, Assistant Utilities Director; 
Lavell Cudjo, Meter Reader, Utilities; Diane McGuerty, GIS Analyst, Utilities; Oliver Lewis, Human Resources Manager, Administrative Services; DeeAnn Say-
ban, Administrative Coordinator, Police; Hunter Snyder, Firemedic, Fire; Chad Armstrong, Field Operations Technician, Utilities; Dustin Little, Field Opera-
tions Technician, Utilities; Italia Adams, Administrative Support Technician, ASD; Mercedes Pena-Barcia, Recording Secretary, Clerk’s Office; Michelle New-
man, Utility Billing Coordinator, Finance; Doris Likens, Permit Technician, Building; Tom Ferraro, Solid Waste Equipment Operator, Public Works; Craig 
Gouthro, Solid Waste Equipment Operator, Public Works; Darlene Culpepper, Bicycle/Pedestrian Coordinator, Engineering; and Mike Catalano, Technical 
Unit Supervisor, Utilities.                                                                  
 “The bus tour for new employee orientation was an employee idea,” Bullock said. “With each tour, we make improvements based on further employee 
suggestions, including this time, lunch at Sharky’s. We will be reviewing further feedback to make improvements for future tours. We see this as a great 
opportunity for new employees to see where they fit within the organization.” 
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Bus tour, continued from page 5                            
                                           

 The day started in Community Hall with introductions and Bullock giving a brief 
rundown of the day’s events. Then participants were given a tour of all the depart-
ments in the City Hall building, including Engineering, Planning and Zoning/Code En-
forcement, Building/Inspections, City Clerk’s Office, City Manager’s Office, Records, 
Finance and IT, and shown City Council chambers.                  
 Employees then got on the SCAT bus – provided at no charge to the city by Sara-
sota County Area Transit — and were taken to the Venice Community Center,  then 
given a tour of the Venice Museum and Archives by Historical Resources Director 
James Hagler. The bus then drove by the Performing Arts Center, the new location 
of the temporary Venice Library, the South Jetty, golf course, Paw Park and Casper-
sen Beach. Venice Municipal Airport was up next, where participants learned more 
about the facility from new Airport Director Mark Cervasio, who was also on the 
tour.                                        
 After lunch and being shown around Fire Station No. 3 on East Laurel Road, em-
ployees checked out Myakka River Park from the bus, then toured the Eastside Wa-
ter Reclamation Facility off East Laurel Road and Police Station on Ridgewood Ave-
nue. The tour wrapped up with employees being driven by the Water Plant on 
Warfield Avenue, Fire Station No. 2 on Grove Street, and Public Works on Seaboard 
Avenue before returning to City Hall. 

New employees on the city tour, above, got an education on the path of 

reclaimed water at the Eastside Plant off Laurel Road, right, by Head Op-

erator Joe Szejk (in white) and a walk-through in Council chambers at City 

Hall, below. See more photos, page 7 
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NEW EMPLOYEE ORIENTATION 

New employees listen to VPD Capt. Mike Rose, above,  Finance Senior Accountant 

Joanne Benjamin, above right, and City Manager Ed Lavallee, below, during their bus 

tour. At right and below right, staff at Sharky’s on the Pier. 



 Venice Vice Mayor Kit McKeon, who served as an infantry officer and helicopter pilot in the 
U.S. Army, is a staunch advocate of the military for young people.               

 “I grew up in a military family,” said McKeon, who went to high school 
in Okinawa after his father was transferred there, and went on to gradu-
ate from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1971. “My feeling, 
growing up in that time, was that everyone should serve two years of 
service to the country. As U.S. citizens, it’s appropriate to pay something 
back.”                                   
 McKeon, 69, characterized his time at West Point as “Absolutely wonderful.” 
 “It was strict and structured, but I got a great education. I made a lot of 
friends that I still have today.”                       
 McKeon was commissioned an infantry officer upon graduation, then attend-
ed airborne and ranger schools. His first duty assignment was Fort Hood, Texas, 
with the 1st Calvary Division, where he served as a mechanized infantry platoon 
leader. After about a year and a half, he was selected by Gen. Joe Starker to be 
his aide-de-camp, or confidential assistant.                   
 “My job was to do anything to keep the boss’ life simple — support him in any 
way professionally,” McKeon said.                      
 After about a year at that post, he went to flight school, graduating in April 
1974. By then, Starker had taken command of the Combat Developments Exper-
imentation Command at Fort Ord., Calif., and the Hunter-Liggett training facility.
 “He made a request to have me come out and rejoin him as his aide in 1974,” 
McKeon said.                                   
 However, Starker returned to Fort Hood shortly after to be an assistant divi-
sion commander, and McKeon became a platoon leader with the 155th Aviation 
Attack Helicopter Squadron. He later served as operations officer for the com-
pany.                                                                   
 “We did night vision experiments (at Hunter-Liggett),” he explained. “At the time, we used early versions of night vision goggles and 
forward-looking infrared (FLIR) systems, to be able to operate at night.”                                  
 As operations officer, McKeon stayed at Ford Ord and made sure the missions had the right allocation of assets and people available. 
McKeon resigned from the Army in December 1976 and went into the defense aerospace business, working for General Electric’s Arma-
ment Systems Department in Burlington, Vt., as a marketing rep for utility helicopter weapons sales.                    

                               

Vice Mayor reflects on military service  

 

Vice Mayor Kit 

McKeon is pictured 

above after joining 

the City Council in 

2008 and below when 

he graduated from 

West Point in 1971. 

Gen Joe Starker presents McKeon with the Army Commen-

dation Medal. 

Continued on page 9 
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McKeon, from page 8      

 “We made 100% of the free world’s Gatling guns at the time,” he 
said.                                 
 Six months after McKeon started with G.E., he joined the Vermont 
National Guard as a helicopter pilot. “I loved to fly,” he said. “It was 
one of those things … ‘they’re paying me to do this (but) I’d do it for 
free.’”                               
 After about two and a half years in the Vermont Guard, he resigned 
and went in the Army Reserves. At the same time, he went to work for 
the G.E.-sponsored 160th Strategic Military Intelligence Detachment, 
which had partnered with the Army’s Foreign Science and Technology 
Center in Charlottesville, Va. The detachment was responsible for ana-
lyzing foreign weapons up to 40 mm. After four years, he resigned from 
the Army Reserves as a major.                    
 He moved to Washington, D.C., in 1986, where he worked as an exec-
utive with Sikorsky Aircraft until he retired in 2004 to Venice, where his 
parents had lived since 1970.                 

 McKeon has served on the Venice City Council since November 2008. 
He and his wife Wanda have been married for 28 years. 

Above left, McKeon is pictured with 

General Electric’s “lightweight” 20 mm 

gun pod for helicopters. Above right, 

McKeon prepares to board an Army 

Huey helicopter in 1975. At left, 

McKeon was a major when he resigned 

from the Army Reserves in 1986. 
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

Venice Fire Chief Shawn Carvey smiles Oct. 25 as Mayor John Holic presents him 

with his 20-year Service Award and pin. At top right, members of Venice Fire 

Rescue look on as Carvey is recognized. 

As Mayor John Holic 

and Venice Airport 

Director Mark Cer-

vasio look on, Marta 

Ugas-Carpenter, 

Administrative Co-

ordinator at the 

airport, shows off 

her 15-year Service 

Award on Oct. 25. 

Mayor John Holic recognizes the Sons of the American Legion Oct. 25 for the group’s 

$3,000 donation to the Venice Fraternal Order of Police for the purchase of two ballistic 

shields (one shown here). 



MEET YOUR CO-WORKER 

Jim Eppley: A kick in the grass 
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 Jim Eppley mowed a lot of lawns before landing his current job 
with the Venice Airport, due to ebbs and flows in the economy 
in 2011-2012.                          
 “I can’t even tell you how many jobs I had then — I did a little 
bit of everything,” said Eppley, 59. “My wife estimates she sent 
out over 2,000 resumes, all over the country and the world.” To 
supplement his income, he mowed lawns for $12 a yard.     
 He applied for the position of Airport operations/maintenance 
supervisor in the fall of 2012, and snagged an interview with the 
city in the spring of 2013, when he was working for a Mac truck 
dealer in the mechanics shop. He got the job, but there was a lot 
to learn.                             
 “All the FAA regulations and the do’s and don’ts on an airfield, 
like an airplane always has the right of way,” he said. “What the 
lights and signs mean — the average person takes all that for 
granted. The lines on the pavement out there mean something. I 
didn’t think it would be that much of a transition, but pilots have a whole different verbiage.”                                  
 Eppley grew up in the tiny town of Hebron, Ohio, east of Columbus, where the population was around 1,200 at the time.                  
 “I’m a true Buckeye — I even carry the nut to prove it,” he laughed, taking it out of his pocket.                                 
 Eppley attended vo-tech in high school to become a tool maker, a profession he held for nine years. He also spent decades as a volunteer firefighter in Heb-
ron, from 1978 until he moved to Florida in 2004.                                                         
 He spent a short time working in research and development at Rockwell International, where he worked on B-1 bombers, MX missiles and space shuttles. 
Projects included creating the “spines” for space shuttles, a process that takes 10 days for each one, he says. When the manufacturing conglomerate’s govern-
ment contracts dried up, Eppley found himself one of 700 workers in his department and 7,000 in Columbus without work in the late 1980s.          
 “I had a buddy who worked for the local school district, and he told me a maintenance worker was going to retire, if you can work for minimum wage and 
mow grass. We’re talking barely $4 an hour.”                                                         
 Eppley took the job. It was about this time he got on the Hebron Village Council.                                       
 “I had lived there all my life,” he said of his decision to get involved in politics. “I decided to step up and be a part of the solution, not part of the problem.”
 Eppley eventually ran for mayor of Hebron and won “by a landslide” with 480 votes (The next highest candidate in the three-way race managed to secure  

Jim Eppley on the grounds of Venice Municipal Airport, where he’s worked since 2013. 

Continued on page 12 
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Co-worker, continued from page 11       

only 90-some votes.) He held the post from 1992-
1995, taking a leave of absence from volunteer fire-
fighting, after serving on the Council from 1988-
1991.                       
 “It was pretty cool,” Eppley said. “I oversaw the 
police and fire chiefs and the street commissioner.”
 During Eppley’s term, Hebron hired its first full-
time fire chief, saw some 40 factories come to the 
town’s industrial park and built a state-of-the art 
wastewater plant with a sensoring system.   
 In his second run for mayor, Eppley got beat by 12 
votes. After the election, he and his wife Mary, who 
worked in retail, bought a lake house outside of 
town. He continued to work for the Lakewood Local 
School District, spending 12 years there total, nine 
of them as director of transportation, maintenance 
and facilities. He left in 1998 when 14 people re-
signed over policy changes, and went on to take 
engineering classes at a technical college while 
working for Hendrickson International, a manufac-
turer of commercial truck suspensions, on the north 
edge of Hebron. After his stepdaughter Debbie 
passed away from cancer in her 30s, he and his wife 
moved to Florida in 2004. Eppley had family in Eng-
lewood and Lee County, and they had vacationed in 
the area previously.                 
 “When I first moved here we moved to Fort My-

ers. My cousin had a place on Pine Island, so we 
had free housing.”                
 Eppley worked as a project manager/estimator 
for structural steel with Florida Aluminum and 
Steel, a firm that worked on baseball stadiums like 
Ed Smith in Sarasota. But in 2010, the company 
took away his benefits, and Eppley’s life took yet 
another detour when he got the news the company 
was closing in January 2011.            
 “I was the first of 150 laid off,” he said. But after 
all the odd jobs, he got the Airport gig.    
 “There’s nothing here I don’t like,” Eppley said. “I 
don’t have to deal with politics, (but from having 
been a mayor), I can see both sides.”      
 His duties around the Airport include perimeter, 
light and navigational aid checks, logging all the 
numbers of the airplanes tied down, inspecting and 
maintaining the hangars, routine maintenance of 
the Airport’s EMAS emergency landing system and 
maintaining the festival grounds.        
 And yes, he still mows grass on the Airport’s 880 
acres.                      
 Eppley and his wife Mary have been married 31 
years and live in South Venice. He also has a step-
son, Steve.                  
 When he’s not working, Eppley pursues his hobby 
of drag racing. Back in Hebron, he had worked for 
the National Hot Rod Association (NHRA), and was 
the facilities manager at the National Trail Raceway 

for a year before moving to Florida. Eppley drag 
raced his own car, a ’57 Corvette.       
 “The noise, the speed — I love everything about 
drag racing,” he said. “I always thought I would 
have a career doing it.”             
 Then, there’s the beard.            
 Although he first started growing one just before 
he got married, shaving it off seasonally, it was a 
bet with a City of Venice co-worker over who could 
cultivate a longer beard — he won, of course — 
that led him to his signature look.        
 Eppley says he feels fortunate to be working for 
the city.                      
 “I couldn’t have fallen into a better job,” he said. 
“I’m always the guy who gets here early.   
 “They can’t throw me out of here with a bulldoz-
er.” 

  

  

  

NEW ARRIVALS 

It’s a boy! Brandon Dilmore with Fire Rescue and his wife welcomed 

son Cade on Oct. 19, weighing in at 7 lbs. and measuring 18 inches 

long. All are doing well. 

Eppley drag raced this ‘57 Vette. 



NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

DAY  EMPLOYEE        DEPARTMENT 

1     Ryan Burns         Engineering  

2    Dan Tucci         Public Works 

5    Ed Van Deusen       Fire 

6    Cheryl Prevatte       Police 

6    Josh Hunter        Fire 

7    Erin Mungavin       Police 

7    George Nixon       Code Enforcement  

8    Frank Giddens       Fire 

9    William Anderson     Utilities 

9    Lorraine Anderson     City Manager’s Office  

11    Deborah Anderson     City Council 

16   Andrew Leisenring     Police  

21   Ryan Behling        Fire 

26   Jerry Collins        Fire 

28   Jessica Chappa       Police 
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DAY  EMPLOYEE        DEPARTMENT 

28   Lavell Cudjo        Utilities/Dist/Collection  

30   James Pollard       Public Works/Parks Maintenance 

              



DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

DAY  EMPLOYEE        DEPARTMENT 

1    William Kuchar       Police  

3    Aleksander Gregoire    Police 

5    Richard Brown        Police 

6    Chase Banyas          Public Works/Solid   
                  Waste 

8    Skip Petitt         Public Works/ Parks   
                  Maintenance 

9    John Majka         Police 

10   Tim Hochuli        Utilities  

11   Todd Reale         Police       

11    John Short         Utilities/Wastewater 

11   Stacy McKenzie-Grant   Utilities  

12    Mark Devine        Fire 

15   Tom Mattmuller      Police  

18   Michelle LaRock      Police 

18   Aaron Isley         Utilities/Watewater 

19   Glenn Amend       Utilities/Watewater 

19   Adam Daneman      Police 
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DAY  EMPLOYEE        DEPARTMENT 

20   Michael Wisdom      Public Works/Parks Maintenance 

22   Brian Treat         Utilities 

23   Babs Anderson       Police  

23   Kristen Kimson       Police 

24   Chris Bruns         Public Works/Parks Maintenance 

27     Brett Woodworth     Police 
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Temporary library reopens in Hamilton building 

Left, City of Venice and Sarasota County officials cut the 

ribbon Oct. 6 for the grand reopening of the temporary 

Venice Library, housed in the Hamilton building behind 

Venice Theatre. Above, Mayor John Holic talks about how 

important the library is to the community. Bottom left, As-

sistant City Manager Len Bramble, Police Chief Tom 

Mattmuller, Fire Chief Shawn Carvey, Vice Mayor Kit 

McKeon and Historical Resources Director James Hagler 

watch the proceedings. 

At right, City 

Clerk Lori 

Stelzer and As-

sistant City 

Manager Len 

Bramble speaks 

with former 

Sarasota County 

Commissioner 

Shannon Staub. 



 The City of Venice and Sarasota County partnered for a dedica-

tion ceremony for the new LED lighting at Wellfield Park Soccer 

Field at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 20.                 

 Venice Public Works Director John Veneziano, Sarasota County 

Commissioner Charles Hines, Venice City Council Member Bob 

Daniels and Heather Meza, a member of the Venice Area Youth 

Soccer Association Board of Directors, all spoke, touting the new 

lights and the difference they make for the players. Then the lights 

were flipped on, to applause.                    

 The new sports lighting system includes four galvanized steel 

poles with concrete foundations, 44 LED luminaries, four auxiliary 

luminaries, luminaire assemblies, component enclosures, and a 

control and monitoring cabinet.                   

 It is the first LED field lighting installed in Sarasota County.   

 Wellfield Park is located in the City of Venice, and is maintained 

by Sarasota County. Originally budgeted at $300,000, the project 

came in under budget at $266,200, using park impact fees collected 

by the city that are used exclusively to increase city or county park 

capacity. The contractor for the project was MUSCO; the main sub-

contractor was Himes Electric. The contract was ap-

proved on Jan. 26, 2016. Work commenced the week 

of March 28. Substantial completion occurred by 

May 15, and light testing commenced June 22.   

LED lighting project celebrated at Wellfield 

Above, in this photo provided by Sarasota Coun-

ty, soccer players point to one of the new LED 

lights at the Wellfield Park Soccer Field on Oct. 

20. 

Soccer players enjoyed a marble cake with a 

picture of one of the new LED lights,  top. At 

right, Public Works Director John Veneziano 

talks about the project. 
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City Manager’s Office 

 Resident Diane Cline thanked Executive Assistant Judy Gamel for assisting her with an issue about city plantings. “We appreciate you and others who do their 
jobs so well,” she wrote in a card Oct. 3. 

Finance 

   “I wanted to take time to tell you how pleased I have been with Joanne Benjamin,” VPD Lt. Jessica Chappa emailed Finance Director Linda Senne on Oct. 11. 
“I have needed help from her on various projects (payroll, accreditation, etc.) and she is always a dream to work with. She is friendly and fast. She is thorough 
in her work but gets it done in a timely manner. There have even been times when there is an urgency on my part, and she takes that into account to fulfill my 
requests quickly, going above and beyond the requirements of her job. Also, she has been able to explain things in a way that I can understand, though I am 
clearly not one with a “math brain.’ Through her past work ethic and attitude, she has made me confident that she could accomplish anything she puts her 
mind to. She has gained my full trust in her abilities, and I'm sure you know that is absolute gold when it comes to the finance world. I simply can't speak highly 
enough about her. Please thank her for the job she has done and encourage her to keep it up!” 

Fire 

 Debi Hammett of Grace United Methodist Preschool wrote Lt. Derek Lowery on Oct. 21: “Thank you so much for arranging for the firetrucks to visit us at the 
preschool. The children enjoyed it so very much. It is nice that the Fire Department does these kinds of community outreach.” 

Public Works/Solid Waste 

 David Silva called PW on Oct. 11 to report that Solid Waste employee Joe Misak did a “very professional job” during a pickup on the 500 block of West Ven-
ice Avenue. “It was a fantastic job, and cleaned beyond belief. Thank you!” Silva said.                                       
   Former city PIO Pam Johnson also commended Misak in an Oct. 24 email to PW Director John Veneziano, saying, “I just had my bulk yard waste collected 
and I wanted to tell you that he did an awesome job. Thanks!” 

 “I wanted to applaud one of your drivers, Dwayne Evans,” resident Roger Effron wrote in an Oct. 15 email. He picks up my garbage on Wednesday. He has 
been extremely cordial and friendly. I know he wants to get his job done quickly, but he always has a moment to talk with me. Appreciate his service and feel 
free to commend him for a job well done.” 

 

 

Page 17                               Venice City Scene                                                                                                   November 2016 

TAKE A BOW 
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AROUND TOWN 

City Bicycle 

Pedestrian 

Coordinator 

Darlene Cul-

pepper, right, 

leads bicyclists 

on the city’s 

monthly ride 

around the 

island Oct. 12. 

The next bike 

ride, open to 

the public, is 

Nov. 9.  

City firefighters used a ladder truck to rescue a 

kitten from a tree Oct. 22. 
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AROUND TOWN 

Above, Venice firefighters Jer-

ry Collins, Joe Parsons and 

Justin Cochara were deployed 

in response to Hurricane Mat-

thew. Emergency personnel 

from around the state staged 

in Lakeland until the storm 

passed. Units from Venice, 

Sarasota and North River Fire 

Departments joined others to 

offer relief to East Coast resi-

dents. 
Mayor John Holic shakes City Manager 

Ed Lavallee's hand Oct. 11 in Council 

chambers after reading a proclamation 

naming Oct. 16-22 Florida City Govern-

ment Week. 

During Health Risk 

Assessment appoint-

ments  Oct. 12-13, 

Benefits Administra-

tor Susie Daniels gets 

blood drawn by 

Marybeth Dunn with 

Health Designs, top, 

while retired city fire-

fighter Tony Grisanti 

goes over his paper-

work with Marianne 

Palacios. Nearly 200 

employees participat-

ed in HRAs this year, 

and Utilities had 

100% participation, 

Daniels said. 
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AROUND TOWN 

Deanna Lawson, an 11-year-old student at Student Leadership 

Academy, spent several hours volunteering at Fire Rescue re-

cently, assembling File of Life packets. The school requires 

volunteer hours each quarter. 

At left, Bob Moroni, Solid 

Waste and Recycling Su-

perintendent, displays the 

new garbage containers 

coming to the city in the 

near future, during the Sun 

Fiesta on Oct. 22. At right, 

the new lighted American 

flag flying at Heritage Park. 

VPD Lt. Eric Hill leads the Sun Fiesta 

Parade on Oct. 22 along West Venice 

Avenue. 



AROUND TOWN 
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Above and below, participants in the Oct. 6 monthly potluck luncheon in Community Hall at 

City Hall, themed “South of the Mason-Dixon Line.” The next potluck will be a holiday luncheon 

in December. 

Director of Adminis-
trative Services Alan 

Bullock (top right) 
spends a day a month 

in the field working 
alongside employees 
from various depart-

ments. On Oct. 24, 
he worked with Tim-

othy George in Public 
Works, right, who is 

in charge of signs for 
the city. 



GOOD NEWS 

 Venice received four out of five stars in the recent America in Bloom competition. This is the third year that Venice Area Beautification Inc. (VABI) has 
entered the city in the national contest put on by America in Bloom, a nonprofit with a mission to make cities of all sizes better in all facets of community 
growth. Judges were in Venice on April 28-29 to judge the city in six categories: Floral, Landscaping, Trees, Environmental, Heritage and History Preserva-
tion, and Overall, which covers components including the arts, recreation opportunities, community spirit and volunteerism. Judges had this to say: 
“Touring the City of Venice was a delightful experience. The city just sparkles. Venice has implemented many of the recommendations of past judges, and 
their progress is evident at every turn. New monument signs, attractive directional signage throughout the city, and beautiful murals greet each visitor to 
Venice. New floral and public art displays are proudly in place in many areas throughout the city. Venice truly is a special place.” Judges also recognized 
the Hatchett Creek Restoration Project in 2015, stating, “This project transformed a former 10-acre cement plant into what is now Legacy Park. The pro-
ject involved the demolition of the plant buildings and the removal of over 6,000 tons of concrete material from along the creek bed. Trimming of invasive 
mangroves occurred as well, allowing for wildlife observation points as well as creation of a launching ramp for kayaks and canoes. Other debris and trash 
were removed from the creek, resulting in a significant improvement to water quality, along with the restoration of wetlands and habitats. With the dedi-
cation of Legacy Park there is now a formal connection between the Legacy Trail and Venetian Waterway Trail.” 

 The city is receiving funding for drinking water infrastructure improvements. The Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Program recently executed a $3.4 
million agreement with the City of Venice for a replacement of over 8 miles of cast iron water mains located in back yard easements, installation of up-
grades to the city’s water treatment plant, replacement of a production water supply well, and the addition of a new water supply well. As part of this 
project, the city is proposing to relocate the old water lines from the rear lot easements to the public right of way along the road, where they can be more 
easily accessed and maintained. These projects will improve the operation and reliability of water service to city residents. Florida's Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund is administered by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection with joint funding from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
and the State of Florida. DWSRF programs operate around the country to provide states and communities the resources necessary to maintain and im-
prove the infrastructure that protects our valuable water resources nationwide.  

  In July 2016, Venice Fire Rescue underwent a department-wide Insurance Service Office (ISO) evaluation. This evaluation is completed every 5 years and 
an ISO Public Protection Classification (PPC) is given to the department. Historically, Venice Fire has been scored at a 3, which by national and state guide-
lines is above the standard. On Oct. 24, Mayor John Holic was sent a letter by ISO notifying him that Venice Fire Rescue has improved its rating to a 2. Out 
of the 47,696 fire departments throughout the nation that are evaluated, only 1,408 have a score of 2 or higher. To determine a community’s Public Pro-
tection Classification, ISO conducts a field survey to observe and evaluate features of the protection system. ISO objectively evaluates four major areas: 
Emergency Communication Systems, Fire Department Capabilities, Water Supply and Community Risk Reduction. There is a potential of 105.5 points to be 
earned in the survey; Venice Fire scored an 86.79. The Public Protection Classification program recognizes the efforts of communities to provide fire pro-
tection services for citizens and property owners. A community’ investment in fire mitigation is a proven and reliable predicator of future fire losses. Insur-
ance companies use PPC information to help establish fair premiums for fire insurance, generally offering lower premiums in communities with better pro-
tection. This ranking scores well for the citizens and businesses of Venice because insurance premiums are based off this score. The better the score, the 
better your rates will be. 
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 In response to requests to add and better deline-

ate RV/bus parking spaces at the city’s southern 

beach parking areas, the following improvements 

have been completed by Public Works in coordina-

tion with Engineering: 

 South Brohard Park: Four designated RV/bus 

parking spaces have been created, including 

additional signage and pavement markings. 

 Maxine Barritt Park: Three designated RV/bus 

parking spaces were existing. Additional sign-

age has been added to better identify the spac-

es. 

 Pier Parking Area 3: Four designated RV/bus park-

ing spaces have been added to the site plan. 

GOOD NEWS 

 

Improvements to South Brohard 

Park for RV/bus parking can be 

seen in the top two photos; the 

bottom two pictures show chang-

es at Maxine Barritt Park. 
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HAPPY HALLOWEEN 

Clockwise from left, City Clerk Lori 

Stelzer and her staff, recording secre-

taries Mercedes Barcia and Michelle 

Girvan (the group dressed as “ceiling 

fans”), Building Department Adminis-

trative Assistant Audrey Symowicz, 

City Engineer Kathleen Weeden, 

Stormwater Engineer John Monville 

and Benefits Administrator Susie 

Daniels get in the spirit Oct. 31. 
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Diane McGuerty, GIS Analyst 
with Utilities, adopted this 5-

week-old kitten after it was 
found outside Public Works in 

late September. Diane re-
ported: “Her name is now 

‘Cami’ for camouflage for her 
markings. She is running all 

around the house, up and 
down the halls and the furni-

ture. She and my other cat 
Bob are just starting to get 

along, as in they are no longer 
hissing at each other and hav-

ing started sharing toys and 
plates of food. She is still so 

small that it is hard to tell 
when she has jumped up and 

taken a nap on me. She is a 
sweetie.” 

AFTER HOURS 

Stormwater Engineer John Monville and his brother captured 

this monster 9 foot 5 inch gator in Alachua County Oct. 30, 

during the last weekend of alligator hunting season. CLASSIFIEDS 

2007 Fleetwood Expedition 38’ Motorhome, dining room 
and bedroom slideouts, 18,000 miles, Engine: Caterpillar C7 
Diesel Pusher, automatic, wheelchair lift, tow bar, very good 
condition. $70,000, Call Lori at 941-468-0101.   
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Welcome to the Team 

           Anniversaries           

 The following employees celebrate one of the 5-year 

milestones of employment with the city:     

 20 YEARS                          

 Skip Petitt, Public Works/Parks Maintenance, Nov. 

12 

 10 YEARS                           

 Bill Long, Police, Nov. 27 

 

 The following employees recently started work-

ing for the city:                      

                              

 Darren Addy, Utilities, Oct. 18        

 Sheila Young, Utilities, Oct. 24 

All city employees and their families will receive a 40% discount 

on the Nov. 12 Nelson show. Tickets range from $18 to $40. Use 

discount code VPPNI online or at the box office. 


