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… And they’re off 
Driver training held for city employees 

 

The Venice Police Department held general driver training for in-

terested city employees on April 26 and 28, spearheaded by Train-

ing Officer Dan Schuler. It included a classroom-based portion at 

the Waymire Training Facility, followed by a practical portion at 

the Airport Festival Grounds, where employees practiced driving 

around cones both forward and in reverse, and in figure-eights, 

among other skills. 

Above, Utilities employees Paul Knowles 

and Marty Dietz; below, Sharon Middleton 

with VPD. At far left, VPD Marine Patrol 

Officer Paul Joyce instructs the group. 
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Venice police officer receives SAR Commendation Medal 

 The Saramana Sons of the American Revolution Chapter has 

awarded Venice Police Detective Robert W. Goodson III with the 

SAR Law Enforcement Commendation Medal.                      

 In nominating Goodson, Police Chief Tom Mattmuller recom-

mended him for the award for his work on a 20-year-old child sex-

ual battery case.                                                                                   

 “The State Attorney’s Office has re-evaluated the previous North 

Port case, and Jamison Johnson will soon go to trial on two life 

felonies for our case and a capital felony for the North Port case,” 

the nomination reads. “Without Detective Goodson’s diligence, 

dedication and professionalism, Johnson would be free to victim-

ize other children in the community.”                                         

 Saramana Chapter president Richard Mahaffey presented Good-

son with the award.                                          

 The Law Enforcement Commendation Medal is presented to 

those who have served with distinction and devotion in the field 

of law enforcement, according to information provided by SAR. 

 The medal recognizes exceptional service or accomplishment in the field of law enforcement. Eligibility is not limited to peace officers but extends to the en-

tire range of persons who make and enforce the law, including attorneys, judges, prosecutors, and legislators who have performed an exceptional act or ser-

vice beyond that expected.  

Venice Police Detective Robert W. Goodson III, left, who received the SAR Law Enforcement Commendation 

Medal April 15, is pictured with his wife, Lisa, and VPD Chief Tom Mattmuller. 

Declan Rayce Benjamin entered the world on Friday, April 15, 
weighing in at 9 lbs. 11 oz. and 21.5 inches long. Mom, Joanne       
Benjamin, senior accountant in Finance, and baby are doing well. 

NEW ARRIVALS 
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MEET YOUR CO-WORKER 

Jeanette Bartek: World traveler 
 Jeanette Bartek has lived and worked in locations all over world, including Japan and 
Kenya.                                                                                                                                                               
 Bartek, 62, has worked for city Administrative Services for a decade as administrative 
assistant.                                                                                                                                                       
 The road that led her to Venice is a long one that spanned several continents, due to 
her husband Stephen’s 28 years of active duty as a U.S. Navy pilot.         
 From when they were married in 1974, the couple moved constantly, starting out in 
Pensacola, Fla., and including San Diego, Calif.; Japan; Washington, D.C.; Kenya (where 
she also traveled to Dubai in the United Arab Emirates); and Austin, Texas.       
 “I always considered my home to be where I was living,” Bartek said of all the moving 
around. “As long as my family was with me, I was home.”               
 She added another advantage: “We always got rid of a lot of clutter.”         
 While living in Japan, where Stephen, now 63, was on a carrier that was never in port 
more than 21 days, Bartek worked at a medical lab.                   
 “Living there gave me an opportunity to travel to other places in Asia,” she said, in-
cluding Korea, Hong Kong, Thailand and Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia — which she de-
scribed as “very beautiful, with a lot of gardens and flowers.”              
 Kenya, she maintained, was the hardest tour, in which her husband was assigned to 
the U.S. embassy where Bartek also worked. When exchanging money, they got coun-
terfeit bills; the family’s house was broken into; and a week after they left, the embassy 
there was bombed.                                   

 “It was just hard, losing friends,” Bartek said.                                                          
 She added that living in different countries “gives you an appreciation for being born in America.”                               
 The couple have three daughters, Sarah, now 35; Kelly, 30; and Megan, 21, who live all over the U.S. Sarah, a nuclear engineer, served in the Navy and is still 
in the Reserves. She currently works in San Diego and is married to a Naval officer. Kelly is an active-duty Navy lieutenant in Hawaii. Megan, a dancer, is finish-
ing her third year at Florida State in Tallahassee, where she is double-majoring in theater and hospitality management.                     
 What did her daughters think of always being on the move?                                                
 “They didn’t know any different,” Bartek said. “It’s what they were used to.”                                          
 She says her favorite place to live was Austin.                                                          
 “The live music, barbecues, always a festival or family event going on … it’s what I like about Venice as well — a lot of activities going on that you don’t have 
to spend an arm and a leg on.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

  

 
Continued on page 4 
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Co-worker, from page 3 

 When Stephen retired in 2002, the couple wanted to come to Florida because he 

was from Niceville in Okaloosa County. Bartek first worked in Sarasota for an out-

sourcing company, processing workers’ comp proof-of-coverage forms. She got the 

job with the City of Venice in December 2005.                                                                                                                     

 “I like working here because I know what’s going on where I live,” she said. “And 

there’s good people here.”                                  

 Bartek’s husband is the senior NJROTC instructor at North Port High School. The 

couple still travels a lot, mainly going on cruises.                                                    

 “Instead of Christmas, we have a ‘Cruisemas,’” she laughed. The Barteks have visit-

ed Greece, Italy, London, Mexico, the Bahamas and Alaska.          

 “Places that you’ve only seen on TV or in pictures in books – to see them with your 

own eyes is so much more rewarding,” she said. “First-hand experience — there’s no 

substitute for that.”                            

 When she’s not working, Bartek enjoys attending performances at Venice Theatre, 

going for walks, reading mysteries and exercising her mind with puzzles like crypto-

grams. She and her husband will celebrate 42 years of marriage in August.     

 We want to meet your co-worker! Everyone has a good story — please send        

submissions from any department to PIO Lorraine Anderson at                                                        

landerson@venicegov.com. 

GOOD EATS 

City Clerk Lori Stelzer and her staff have started a new monthly potluck luncheon with an interna-

tional flair. The inaugural noon lunch, held April 25 in Community Hall, was German themed. Those 

participating are pictured above. Along with enjoying a delicious lunch, it’s also a great way to in-

teract with co-workers you may not normally see.  
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BUS Token recipients 

 Bravo for Ultimate Service is an em-
ployee incentive program based on the 
PRIDE (Productive, Responsible, Innova-
tive, Dedicated, Ethical) initiative adopt-
ed by City Council.            
 It rewards employees for going above 
and beyond. Once an employee collects 
five tokens, he or she can turn them in 
to Administrative Services for $50.    

 BUS tokens were recently awarded to:                                                                                         
 Jeanette Bartek, Administrative Services              
 Italia Adams, Administrative Services               
 Officer Rodrigo Morales, Police                    
 Jeff Hackett, Engineering                      
 Sgt. Keith Quick, Police                       
 Officer Erin Mungavin, Police                    
 Officer Louis White, Police                       
 Will Smith, Development Services/Planning & Zoning        
 Richard Brown, VPD Administration                
 Officer Artem Lyashenko, Police                                                                            
 Marion Pace, Administrative Services                 
 James Clinch, Engineering 

 The following employees celebrate one of the 5-year milestones 

of employment with the city: 

20 YEARS                                                                                                                                 

Robert Palmieri, Police, May 15                                                           

Olen Hill, Utilities/Water Production, May 22  

15 YEARS                                                                                                   

Mark Devine, Fire, April 16                                                                                                          

Richard Lanigan, Fire, April 16                                                            

Cary Patterson, Public Works/General Maintenance, April 16     

Christopher Ripo, Fire, April 16                                                          

Joseph Misak, Public Works/Recycling, May 8                                                                  

10 YEARS                                                                                                                   

David Morrell, Public Works/Solid Waste, March 21                      

Kyle Hartley, Fire, April 3                                                                              

Joshua Hunter, Fire, April 3                                                                    

Valerie Marquez, Utilities/Administration, April 10                                                          

Anniversaries 

 The following employees recently started working 
for the city:                        
 Chad Armstrong, Utilities/Dist/Collection, April 11        
 Paul Knowles, Utilities/Water Production, April 11   

 Cory Krajic, Utilities/Dist/Collection, April 11 
 Frank Conorozzo, Building Department, April 18                                                                          
 Deann Sayban, Police Administration, April 18   
 David Theen, Building Department, April 18    

 Anthony Lynch, Utilities/Water Production, April 
25                         
 Nelson Perez, Public Works/Solid Waste, April 26  
  

Welcome to the Team 



MAY 

DAY  EMPLOYEE         DEPARTMENT 

4     Timothy Olsen       Utilities/Water Production 

4     Mark Cox          Police 

4     Deborah Sanacore      Planning 

6     Benjamin Neff       Police 

7    James Koenig        Planning 

13       Alan Bullock        Administrative Services 

14   Frank Conorozzo      Building 

15   Dave Morrell        Public Works/Solid Waste 

15   William Smith       Planning 

16    Deborah Briggs       Finance 

17   James Healy        Utilities/Dist/Collection 

17    Scott Pickett           Planning 

18   Ronald Peyton Jr.      Utilities/Water Reclamation 

18   Mark Botelho       Public Works/Gen Maintenance 

21   Lance Bursler        Public Works/Solid Waste 

22   Jeremy Dowd       Fire 

23   Nancy Carello          Finance 

24   Christopher Basile     Public Works/Recycling 

25   Scott Blanchard      Fire 
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DAY     EMPLOYEE      DEPARTMENT 

25      Audrey Symowicz  Building 

27      David Abene     Utilities/Dist/Collection 

30      Jason Adams     Police 

30      Frank O’Neill     Building 

31      Chuck Speake    Public Works/Gen Maintenance 

 



Cashier’s Office 

 “I am writing to commend you on the fine group of employees in your Cashier's Office. Whenever I go there to pay a bill or need assistance, I am always 

treated as a valued customer. The people are pleasant and very helpful, not to mention, professional, wrote resident Rosanne Nietupski. “I have also had the 
pleasure of meeting the office manager, Carolyn Hart. It is evident that she is one of the reasons for such excellent service. I notice how she treats her staff. 
She is respectful, cheerful, and I've witnessed her assisting them whenever necessary. What great qualities to have in a supervisor. She definitely leads by ex-
ample. I hope they will be acknowledged for their fine customer service. It is a pleasure dealing with them.” 

Fire Rescue 

 “Thank you so much for your presentation today to Bella Costa residents regarding the Venice Fire Department services and emergency preparedness. All of 
the attendees were very appreciative of your time and efforts to provide us with disaster preparedness information, the File of Life, and all of the extremely 
informative handouts that you distributed. This community outreach is an excellent service that you all provide,” Mary Gibson wrote to Fire Chief Shawn Car-
vey and Administrative Battalion Chief Frank Giddens. “Venice is very fortunate to have you both on our Fire Department team.” 
 

Public Works                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 “I just want to thank you and all the guys at Public Works for their assistance is helping with the America in Bloom visit,” Monty Andrews wrote to Skip Petitt. 
“The city really looks good due in no small way to the work you guys put into it. From all of us involved, thank you.” 

Solid Waste/Recycling 

 Resident Marjorie Perry called April 8 to say that the drivers, Mark Woodford and Scott Hemp, did a great job. She was very happy they picked up everything 
she put out, and thanked the department. 

Utilities 

 Congratulation to Adrian Rivera, field operations technician II, who recently successfully obtained his Florida DEP Distribution Systems Operator Class 3 Li-
cense. 

 Congratulation to Paul Knowles, plant operator trainee, who recently successfully obtained his Florida DEP Distribution Systems Operator Class 3 License. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Continued on page 8 
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TAKE A BOW 
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TAKE A BOW 

 “I live at The Rialto in Venice, and my property is part of the City of Venice Water Main Replacement Program Phase 4. I am writing to highly commend the 
City's consultant right-of-way specialist, Arlena Dominick,” David Shore wrote. “Ms. Dominick visited me at my home to explain the city's construction of new 
water mains and the procedures for relocating the water meters on my property. Ms. Dominick explained the program and procedures to me in a concise and 
easy to understand manner. She spent as much time with me as I needed to answer all questions that I had regarding the entire operation. Subsequent to 
meeting with Ms. Dominick at my home, I had a question regarding the meter relocation. I left a message on Ms. Dominick's answering machine, and she re-
turned my call the very same day. She did not have an immediate answer to my question and promised to research my question and call when she had the ap-
propriate information. She called within two days with the answer to my question, a thorough explanation of the answer, and suggestions for steps I might 
take in the future. The interaction I had with Ms. Dominick as a representative of the city was exceptional to say the least. I certainly commend her, and I also 
commend the city for retaining her services as a consultant on this program. Ms. Dominick is a most excellent representative of city government.” 

 Police Department 

 “On April 26-28, Police Officers Paul Joyce, Rob Henderson, Brett Woodworth and Master Patrol Officer Dan Schuler rendered outstanding service to the City 
of Venice by coordinating to produce and deliver both classroom-based and practical driving instruction to approximately 70 city employees,” wrote Alan Bull-
ock, city director of Administrative Services. “The classroom-based portion covered a lot of information specific to the hazards of driving in Venice and the 
practical portion focused on various maneuvers in need of attention, as indicated by accident records. This was an extremely useful, enjoyable and memorable 
experience for all participants. We very much look forward to working with these fine officers on future endeavors.” 

From page 7 

Tell family and friends to Like us on Facebook:                                                        

Venice, Florida Municipal Government 

IN MEMORIAM 

 Dave Martini, a former carpenter with Public Works, died in December 2015. He retired 
from the city in 2000.   

 Former Venice Police Officer Frederick “Mike” Schade, 67, died March 28, 2016. He retired 
from the city in 1994. Mike served in the U.S. Air Force, followed by more than 20 years 
with the Venice Police Department. He finished his career with Sarasota County Sheriff's 
Office. 
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IN TRAINING 

 

                       

Venice Fire Rescue held firefighter 

training March 29 at a house set to be 

demolished off South Nokomis Ave-

nue and The Rialto. At left, firefighters 

Geoff Struble and Matt Tomer  

(standing) escape from one room to 

another as part of firefighter survival 

training. At right, Struble uses a slice 

pack for forcible entry of a garage 

door. 

Below, firefighter Brandon Folkers prepares to use a K-12 res-

cue saw after consulting with Battalion Chief Scott Blanchard. 

At left, Folkers uses a sledgehammer to breach a garage door. 
Below, firefighters Geoff Struble and Chad Meyers (standing) 

during survival training in the fire house. 
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AROUND TOWN 

Director of Administrative Services Alan Bull-

ock spends a day a month in the field working 

alongside employees from various depart-

ments. On March 30, he worked alongside 

Dan Tucci and Kevin Barrett (pictured) from 

the Public Works Department Maintenance 

Division, laying sidewalk.   

Frank CeCe from Utilities with Marine Patrol Officer Paul Joyce during driv-
er training at the Airport Festival Grounds on April 26. 

OneBlood held a blood drive outside 

City Hall on April 13. At top left, 

Mark Botelho with Public Works, a 

23-year employee, fills out paper-

work prior to donating. Above, vol-

unteer Kathie Smith, an Administra-

tive Services employee for 26 years 

who retired in 2015, prepares to do-

nate. 
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AROUND TOWN 

Judges for the annual America in Bloom national contest were in Venice April 28-29. As part of 

the two days of activities, an evening picnic was held for city officials, members of the Venice  

Area Beautification Inc., and other volunteers at Maxine Barritt Park. Participants are pictured 

above. At right, VABI volunteer and emcee for the evening, Bob Vedder, middle, is pictured with 

AIB judges Alex Pearl and Tony Ferrara. This is the third year that VABI has entered the City of 

Venice in the contest. Last year, the city received five stars and won first place in the 20,000-

30,000 population category.  



AROUND TOWN 
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The 14th Annual Venice Shark’s Tooth Fishing Tournament, sponsored by the Venice Police De-

partment, was held April 7 at MarineMax of Venice. Thirty-five Special Olympics athletes joined 

local boat captains for a day of fun and fishing, then returned to MarineMax for lunch. Shown 

above, VPD Marine Patrol Officer Paul Joyce, his wife Tabitha, Officer Paul Freeman, his wife Da-

na, and Chuck Speake with Public Works, the raffle winner of a Yeti cooler filled with gear. In front 

is Special Olympian Virginia Reiter, 11, who picked Speake’s winning ticket. At top right, Police 

Chief Tom Mattmuller is pictured with Mayor John Holic at the event. 

At right, City Council Member Bob Daniels with Utilities Director Tim Hochuli 

and Operations Supervisor Jim Anderson after Daniels read a proclamation at 

the April 12 council meeting naming April 2016, Water Conservation Month. 
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Taking our kids to work 

Take Our Daugh-

ters and Sons to 

Work Day was 

April 28.  At 

right, Adminis-

trative Services 

Director Alan 

Bullock is shown 

with his son  

Daniel, 12, in his 

office and during 

driver training at 

the Festival 

Grounds, far 

right. 

At left , 
Triniti, 11, 
the daugh-
ter of  Pub-
lic Works 
temp     
JoAnne 
Brewer. 

At top left,  Madison, 14, the daughter of Ricky Simpson, Public 

Works maintenance foreman, is pictured  with Tim George’s 

son Jack, 11 , as well as in council chambers, above. Jack is also  

pictured at top center during his day at Public Works. 

At right, Assis-

tant City Clerk 

Heather Taylor 

shows Katie, 8, 

and Joey, 11, 

how to work 

audio equip-

ment for a 

council work-

shop. 



Page 14                          Venice City Scene                                                                                                                               May 2016 

 In partnership with State College of Florida, the city is hosting three “Sensitivity for Seniors” workshops in Community Hall on Tuesday, May 10; Thursday, 
Aug. 4; and Wednesday, Sept. 14. This is new training that has not been done before at the city and is suitable for all city employees. All sessions will be held 
from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and will be identical, so you need only attend one.                                                                                                                                         
 Facilitators’ details are below:            

 Joan Lowery has more than 30 years’ experience working as a professional communicator both domestically and internationally. Her 
work spans the fields of training, instructional design, broadcast and print journalism, television producing, acting and counseling. She has 
consulted numerous non-profits, as well as Fortune 500 companies, helping others to become more effective, empathic communicators.                                                                                                                           
She specializes in several areas of communication skills training, including high-impact communications skills, media training, executive coach-
ing, team building, creativity training, culture change seminars and career transition planning.                                                                    
 Lowery also has extensive experience as an award-winning broadcast and print journalist for news organizations such as CNN, the Associat-
ed Press, CNBC-TV and the Discovery Channel, KCSM-TV (PBS, San Mateo, Calif.) and KTVU-TV (Oakland, Calif.) She was a talk show host on 
radio and television for several years. She edited, Culture Shift, A Leader’s Guide to Managing Change in Health Care (American Hospital Pub-
lishing Inc.), and regularly contributes to professional publications on a variety of communication skills-related subjects.                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                
 Stacy Prouty is a marketing communications, customer service and senior living professional with experience in education, health 
care and consumer research.  She has experience in both private and nonprofit sectors and runs Boomers and Beyond, a marketing re-
search and senior strategy consultancy.                                                           
 She is passionate about working with older adults to address what they want and need at every stage of life.  Prouty earned her MBA 
from Argosy University and a bachelor’s degree in marketing from the University of South Florida.  She has been an area resident for 30 
years and lives with her husband and 12-year-old twin girls.   

 Participants in these workshops can look forward to a highly interactive, thought-provoking and entertaining three-hour session. Partic-
ipants will step into the shoes of our elder customers and explore the world from their perspective. We’ll examine our own assumptions and perhaps pierce 
some myths that we’ve held about elders. We’ll learn about the latest thinking concerning the last developmental stage of life and we’ll explore simple, highly 
useful communication techniques that can build greater rapport and trust and strengthen our relationships with seniors .                  
 Each class size will be limited to 20, on a first-come, first-served basis, subject to departmental approval where applicable. Please sign up at 
S:\SIGNUP\SENIOR SENSITIVITY WORKSHOPS 2016.  

City to host ‘Sensitivity for Seniors’ workshops 
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A NEW LOOK 

Some of the new landscaping at Venice Municipal Airport, planted just 

in time for the America in Bloom judges who visited the city April 28-

29. 


