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New employees get bus tour of city 
 A couple times a year, the City of 
Venice provides an orientation and 
bus tour for new employees.   
 On May 31, 16 new staff members 
got a tour of City Hall and its various 
departments, then boarded a SCAT 
Express bus for a look at city facili-
ties both on and off the island, Ven-
ice landmarks and other points of 
interest like the downtown area, 
cultural complex and the South 
Jetty.                
 The tour was narrated onboard by 
Administrative Services Director 
Alan Bullock and Assistant City Man-
ager Len Bramble, who also threw in 
their own work anecdotes.    
 At Fire Station No. 3, everyone 
was treated to a box lunch midday. 
 New employees who took the tour 
were: Frank Conorozzo, plans exam-
iner, Development Services; Lor-
raine Anderson, public information 

officer, City Manager’s Office; David 
Hemmer, Solid Waste equipment 
operator, Public Works; John Mon-
ville, stormwater engineer, Engi-
neering; Zane Keister, police service 
aide; Brittany Spinosi, police service 
aide; William Kuchar, police officer; 
Frank Cece, meter reader, Utilities; 
Marty Dietz, field operations techni-
cian, Utilities; Patrick Junius, field 
operations technician, Utilities; Sean 
Thornton, field operations techni-
cian, Utilities; Anthony Lynch, plant 
operator, Utilities; Jim Koenig, plan-
ner, Development Services; Susie 
Daniels, benefits administrator, Ad-
ministrative Services; Marion Pace, 
HR manager, Administrative Ser-
vices; John White, airport mainte-
nance technician; and Nelson Perez, 
Solid Waste equipment operator, 
Public Works. 

Continued on page 2 

New city employees check out Venice from a SCAT bus during a recent tour, part of 

new employee orientation. 
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Bus tour, continued from page 1                

 The day started in Community Hall with Bullock giving a brief rundown of the day’s 
events. Then participants were given a tour of all the departments in the City Hall 
building, including Engineering, Planning and Zoning/Code Enforcement, Building/
Inspections, City Clerk’s Office, Records, Finance and IT, as well as City Council cham-
bers.                                         
 Employees then got on the SCAT bus – provided at no charge to the city by Sarasota 
County Area Transit – and were driven by the South Jetty, Sharky’s and the Venice 
Fishing Pier, golf course, paw park and Caspersen Beach. Venice Municipal Airport was 
up next, where participants learned more about the facility from Airport Operations/
Maintenance Supervisor Jim Eppley. They were then shown the cultural complex con-
taining the Venice Community Center, Venice Art Center and old Venice Library, then 

given a tour of the 
Venice Museum 
and Archives by 
Historical Re-
sources Director 
James Hagler.   
 After lunch and being shown around Fire Station No. 3 on East Laurel Road, employees 
checked out Myakka River Park from the bus, then toured the Eastside Water Reclamation 
Facility, Police Station on Ridgewood Avenue, Water Plant on Warfield Avenue, and Fire Sta-
tion No. 2 on Grove Street, wrapping up with a visit to Public Works on Seaboard Avenue.  
 “This program was introduced in 2015 on the basis of feedback from newly hired employ-
ees,” Bullock said. “They told us that it would be nice to know where they fit into the city 
and we agreed. This offers them an opportunity to visit every department and occupied city 
facility, see what happens behind the scenes and meet fellow employees in person. It takes 
one day of their city career.                              
 “Without fail, new hires who participate agree this is time well spent.”         
 The following is some feedback gleaned from orientation participants in an anonymous, 
post-tour survey:                                      
 “It was very insightful and a great learning experience to see where and how the other de-
partments within the city work.”                             
 “The actual driving tour was very interesting. The narrative input by Mr. Bullock was nice.” 

IT Director Jeff Bolen shows new employees visiting his department a 

rack of servers. 

Administrative Services Director Alan Bullock, far right, describes the func-

tions of Building/Inspections. 

Continued on page 3 
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 Bus tour, continued from page 2               

 “The tour was on point and (done) in a very well-controlled and organized manner.”
 “Hearing from local department heads – Fire, Airport, Water, Police, Wastewater – was 
very informative.”                                     
 “A wealth of information was provided; Mr. Bramble is extremely knowledgeable of many 
different aspects of the city, as well as Mr. Bullock.”                    
 “I found the water treatment facility the most interesting.”             
 “Great lunch and very informative.” 

Above, participants in the May 31 bus tour and orientation 

for new city employees. At left, Assistant City Manager Len 

Bramble helps narrate the tour. 

Above, Head Operator Joe Szejk, at right, talks about production 

at the Eastside Water Reclamation Facility. Below, Venice Police 

Lt. Jessica Chappa, at right in foreground, gives employees  a tour 

of the old holding facility at the Police Department. 
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Cervasio named new Venice Airport director 

 The City of Venice has hired Mark J. Cervasio of Boca Raton, Fla., as its new 
airport director.                                
 Cervasio, current operations director with the Boca Raton Airport Authority, 
will start at the city on Monday, July 18.                    

 “I hope to bring the knowledge I have gained over the past 
30 years of working in the Florida airport industry and the 
network I have built to complement the very competent 
staff at Venice Municipal Airport and become a valua-
ble part of the professional team at the City of Venice,” Cer-
vasio said. “My overall goal will be to build on the successes 
that the city has accomplished at the airport. I will work to 
see that the airport fulfills its role as an asset to the city, 
supporting our tenants and being a good neighbor to the 
surrounding communities.”                

 Cervasio has been with the Boca Raton Airport since June 
2014. There, he directed and coordinated airport activities to ensure that the 
facility is maintained in a safe operating condition, compliance with airport 
rules and policies, federal and state requirements, and tenant lease compli-
ance. While at the airport, he oversaw a 10,000-square-foot administration 
building project, the planning/design phase of a 6,000-square-foot CBP 
(Customs and Border Protection) facility, an Air Traffic Control Tower rehabili-
tation project, and a wildlife hazard assessment study.            
 In addition, he oversaw a $5.5 million EMAS (Engineered Material Arresting 
System) design and construction project for runway safety.          
 Venice Airport held an open house for its new $4 million EMAS – an emer-
gency system consisting of an arrestor bed containing 2,560 single-use, crush-
able concrete blocks – in early March. The blocks are set back from the run-
way end, intended to safely decelerate and stop an aircraft that overruns the 
runway.                                     
 Prior to working in Boca Raton, Cervasio was the acting airport manager at 
Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport, where he prepared a $7.5 million annual 
airport budget and oversaw the groundbreaking for a new $8 million CBP facil-

ity. He was the assistant airport manager in Fort Lauderdale from July 1993-
January 2014.                                
 Cervasio grew up in New Jersey. He moved to Florida in 1980 to study avia-
tion at the Florida Institute of Technology, where he earned a BS in Aviation 
Management/Flight Technology that included a commercial pilot license with 
instrument and multi-engine ratings. He went on to earn an MBA from Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical University.                       
 Cervasio stayed in Florida and has worked his entire career here, starting 
with the Palm Beach County Department of Airports, a transportation plan-
ning and engineering consulting firm, 21 years with the City of Fort Lauderdale 
Airport and the last two years at Boca Raton Airport.             
 He has been married for 25 years to his wife Vicki, who is a paralegal at a 
large law firm. They have two grown daughters, Lindsay and Kelli.       
 “Mark comes to Venice with a wealth of administrative and operational ex-
perience,” City Manager Ed Lavallee said. “Starting as an airport operations 
agent in 1985, Mark has advanced through the ranks to planner, assistant di-
rector and director. He has successfully implemented large-scale airport pro-
jects and has a good working relationship with the FAA. His education, general 
knowledge and Florida airport experience make Mark a great choice to contin-
ue the successful management of the Venice Municipal Airport.”       
 “Mark prevailed in this selection process despite a great deal of competi-
tion,” said Alan Bullock, director of Administrative Services. “There were 79 
applicants in total, of whom 30 were deemed qualified. The city appointed a 
selection panel to identify candidates for interview, conduct interviews and 
present the top candidates to the city manager for the final decision. Mark 
ultimately came across as being very personable, professional and enthusiastic 
about working in Venice, with a great deal of relevant knowledge, skills and 
abilities. I’m sure he will be a great fit for the airport and the community.”  
 Cervasio replaces former airport director Chris Rozansky, who left the city in 
March.                                      
 The airport’s day-to-day operations have been overseen by Property Admin-
istrator Heather LeDuc. 

CERVASIO 
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TROPICAL STORM COLIN 

Just in time for hurricane season, Tropical Storm Colin 

made landfall in Venice June 6. Thankfully, damage was 

minimal in the area, although the storm closed the South 

Jetty (pictured at top left and above, in photos taken by 

City Engineer Kathleen Weeden), the Venice Pier and 

Tarpon Center Drive, and impacted turtle nests.  

At  right, Public 

Works staff re-

move a snapped 

palm tree in the 

200 block of  West 

Tampa Ave. 

downtown after 

the storm. 
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MEET YOUR CO-WORKER 

Michelle Harm: Passion for the past 

 You know when people say, “Love what you do”?                
 For Michelle Harm, curator and collections manager at the Venice Museum and Ar-
chives, that’s a reality.                             
 Harm was born in Nebraska but grew up in Port Charlotte. From an early age, the 
past seemed destined to be her future.                     
 She’s been shark’s teeth hunting since she was a kid. She traveled a lot with her 
family, going to “tons of museums.” When she was in elementary school, she went to 
Europe and got to check out the vast collections in countries like Russia.      
 Harm received a bachelor of fine arts degree at the University of Central Florida  in 
1995, then went on to get her master’s in museum studies at the University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln. In 2004, she studied painting conservation in Florence, Italy. She has also 
served as curator for the Albin Polasek Museum and Sculpture Gardens in Winter Park, 
Fla., and director of exhibits for Hollingsworth Fine Arts in Orlando. She’s also done 
collections management for acclaimed jazz composer and pianist Dick Hyman, a Ven-
ice resident.                                  
 “I’ve always loved museums and art conservation,” Harm said. “I just wanted to be 
around art collections and museums.”                       
 Harm oversees the City of Venice’s collection of 30,000-plus photographs, historical 
objects and archives. In addition, she manages collection records accessions and loan 
agreements; and researches, writes exhibit content and sets up all temporary exhibits 
– usually installed in about a week before they’re open to the public – at the VMA, 
housed in the Triangle Inn at 351 Nassau St. S. Previous exhibitions have included fos-
sils, early Venice settlers and industries, and area beaches. The current exhibit, on 
Historic Eagle Point, can be viewed through July 27.                
 Before getting her job with Venice in 2013 – a brand-new position – Harm was a contract worker with the city, helping put together VMA exhibits and managing the 
collection. A big part of the museum staff’s mission is just to get people to come visit the wonderfully unique building – a former rooming house that now serves as the 
official repository for historic items from Venice, Nokomis, Laurel and Osprey – and spread the word about it.                             
 “There are people who have lived here their wholes lives who had no idea this museum existed,” Harm said.                           
 It’s also a repository for other city departments.                                                         
 “I have photos from holiday parties in the ‘80s and ‘90s,” she said. “It’s nice to document employees too.”                            
 A big part of Harm’s job is processing all incoming donated material. First, it has to meet specific criteria – be from the area, not be a duplication, have informational 
and/or educational value, be in good condition. Every incoming item gets assigned a number that connects it with the year the donation came in and the donor, as well  

 Continued on page 7 

Michelle Harm , curator and collections manager at the Venice Museum and Ar-

chives, displays a group photo of the Venice Vagabonds that inspired the VMA’s 

upcoming exhibit on 1950s-‘60s auto racing at the city airport. 
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Co-worker, continued from page 6      

as its item number within the donated collection. Do-
nation characteristics like dimensions and material are 
also notated.                   
 “It’s extremely time-consuming,” Harm said. “But at 
the end of the day, my job is to know exactly what we 
have and where it is.”               
 Most of the donated items are photos. But it was a 
photo Harm hadn’t seen before that became the im-
petus for the Venice Museum and Archives’ next ex-
hibit, 1950s-‘60s auto racing in Venice, which was 
done at the airport.                
 “The Venice Vagabonds was a hot-rodding club that 
re-established last year,” Harm said. “We had a photo 
donated to the museum (of the group in the mid-‘50s) 
and I had never heard of the club or about racing in 
Venice. I figured, how could we tell this story?”    
 Through word of mouth, other donations came in – 
a jacket, a scrapbook filled with pictures, period hot-
rod magazines, ‘50s auto parts like a shiny racing hub-
cap and a gold valve cover.          

 “Since so much material was coming in, I thought, 
why not (do an exhibit)?” she said. “I also thought it 
would draw people who otherwise might not come 
here.”                        
 After World War II ended, the Army Air Base in Ven-
ice was empty. The airstrip was a perfect place for 
drag racing, Harm explained. Once the auto racing 
exhibit is installed in September – a car show is 
planned in front of the Triangle Inn as a kickoff – it will 
be on display for five months. Next year, Harm will 
install an exhibit celebrating the 90th anniversary of 
Venice, and after that, one on the Venice-Nokomis 
Woman’s Club.                  
 Another of Harm’s duties is helping the public with 
information requests and image reproductions. These 
may be researchers for publications, students, maga-
zine writers or citizens who have history questions.  
 “That’s how I make what we have accessible,” said 
Harm, who has a volunteer who helps her with re-
quests. “We’re trying to put as much as we have 
online, so people can research anywhere in the world. 
I just did (a request) for someone in England. 

 “That’s the best part,” she emphasized, “when 
someone gets use and value out of our materials. All 
the data entry can be very invisible. But if someone is 
researching, it becomes the most important thing.”  
 And sometimes, that research can be life-changing. 
 “One of the most touching requests was from a 
young man who had a step-sister, and he was trying to 
help her find a photo of her father,” Harm said. “Based 
on the school the father went to, I was able to find an 
image of him.                    
 “I was so happy I could do that for someone.”    
 And that’s the thing, Harm says – the research “can 
range from something so deeply personal, to details or 
images winding up in a national publication that has 
broad interest.”                    
 One goal of Harm’s is to work toward getting the 
VMA nationally accredited.              
 “I’ll basically do anything and everything to put the 
best foot forward for the museum,” she said.   
 Besides doing what she loves every day, Harm likes 
“being a part of something that’s bigger than the mu-
seum – it’s part of this community.” 

Items set to be in the VMA’s auto racing exhibit in September. 

 

 

 

Michelle Harm 

holds a photo 

showing members 

of  the Venice  

Vagabonds racing 

at the airport. 
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AROUND TOWN 

Venice Police Chief Tom Mattmuller and FOP President Michelle LaRock presented  
the Inaugural Venice Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 57 college scholarships to two 
local members of the Class of 2016. Jessica Freeman graduated from North Port High 
School and plans to attend State College of Florida. Casey Jones attended Venice 
High School and plans to attend Florida Gulf Coast University. Funding for the schol-
arships was largely raised at last year's charity event, a sporting clay tournament.  Venice Police Marine Patrol Officer Paul Joyce smiles as his wife Tabitha 

attaches a recognition pin to his lapel after he received a 25-year city Ser-
vice Award June 28 in Council Chambers from Mayor John Holic. 

Members of Venice Fire Res-
cue conducted fire extinguish-

er training for employees of  
Tervis Tumbler recently at the 

company’s facility on Triple 
Diamond Boulevard. This exer-

cise was provided as part of 
the department’s community 

outreach program. The hands-
on training provides employ-

ees with the opportunity to 
operate a fire extinguisher in a 

safe and effective manner.   
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Packed house for              

Hurricane Seminar 

At left, ABC-7 meteorologist Bob Harrigan 

tells an anecdote. Below, Police Chief Tom 

Mattmuller discusses public safety before and 

after a storm. 

 May 25 saw the City’s most success-
ful Hurricane Preparedness Seminar in 
recent years, with 200 attendees lead-
ing to standing room only in Council 
Chambers. ABC-7 meteorologist Bob 
Harrigan kept the crowd both informed 
and entertained.          
 The free event also featured Police 
Chief Tom Mattmuller and Fire Chief 
Shawn Carvey, Anne Miller with Sara-
sota County Emergency Management, 
Steve Guetschow with the Red Cross, 
and City Engineer Kathleen Weeden.                                                                            
 Along with a number of information 
tables that included Home Depot, Low-
e’s, Publix, the Red Cross and FPL, ther-
apy dogs from Suncoast Humane Socie-
ty were on hand for the first time. Bella 
Vita provided refreshments. 

At right, City Engineer Kathleen Weeden talks about storm-

water and flooding issues. Officials stressed the importance of 

having items like a weather radio, drinking water, canned food 

and other nonperishables, cash and gas — as well as a plan.  
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AROUND TOWN 

A 90th birthday party for the old Hotel Venice (now the Summit building), 

and “Old Betsy,” the city’s 1926 firetruck (pictured below), was held June 15 

at Summit at Venice Assisted Living, 200 Nassau St. N. (top right). In 1932, 

the Kentucky Military Institute rented Hotel Venice for officers’ quarters. 

Council Member 

Fred Fraize 

speaks with Earl 

Midlam, center, 

a former Council 

member and 

Venice firefight-

er, and Fire Chief 

Shawn Carvey. 

From left, Venice firefighter Brandon Folkers, Chief Shawn Carvey, Administrative Bat-

talion Chief Frank Giddens, firefighter Kyle Hartley, Battalion Chief Scott Blanchard and 

Gaylord George, a 28-year veteran of the Venice fire department.  
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BUS token recipients 

 Bravo for Ultimate Service is an 
employee incentive program based 
on the PRIDE (Productive, Respon-
sible, Innovative, Dedicated, Ethi-
cal) initiative adopted by City 
Council.              
 It rewards employees for going 
above and beyond. Once an em-
ployee collects five BUS tokens, he 
or she can turn them in to Admin-
istrative Services for $50.    

 BUS tokens were recently   

awarded to:                                                                                                                                                    

 John Majka, Police       

 Ryan Burns, Engineering   

 Sgt. Keith Quick, Police     

 Al King, Development Services/

Building              

  

  

  

 

 

 

  
                  
                  
                  
                  

 The following employees recently started working for the city: 

                                     

 Korey Shope, Police, June  1                 

 Lavell Cudjo, Utilities Dist/Collection , June 6         

 Mercedes Barcia, City Clerk’s Office, June 6          

 Stephen Sorrentino, Public Works/Parks Maintenance, June 6 

 Robert Novia, Public Works/Parks Maintenance, June 16    

 Aaron Dejerinett, Public Works/Solid Waste, June 18     

 Michael Catalano, Utilities Dist/Collection, June 20 

Welcome to the Team 

 

Director of Administrative Services 

Alan Bullock spends a day a month in 

the field working alongside employ-

ees from various departments. On 

June 15, he did some striping with 

Public Works Maintenance at Graser 

Park with Dan Tucci (pictured here at 

left with Bullock) and Mark Botelho.  

Out in the field 



JULY BIRTHDAYS 

DAY  EMPLOYEE        DEPARTMENT 

1     Zane Keister        Police 

2     Jeanette Gates       City Council 

2     Rich Cautero         City Council 

7     Eugene Frangioni      Police 

7    John Parrish        Public Works 

8        Judy DiFabbio       Public Works 

8    Sean Hammett       Police 

12   Bernard Keefer       Building 

12   Paul Freeman       Police 

12    Danny Watson       Building 

13   Scott Lott          Public Works/Parks Maintenance 

14   Lee Krauss         Utilities/Dist 

14   Peter Boers        Finance 

15   Jeanette Bartek      Administrative Services 

15   Jeff Shrum            Planning 

16   Jessica Samson       Finance 

17   Jack Stevenson       Building 

17   Craig Gouthro       Public Works/Solid Waste 

19   Daniel Schuler       Police 
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DAY  EMPLOYEE        DEPARTMENT 

20   Robert Goodson      Police 

20   Scott Hemp        Public Works/Solid Waste 

20        Colton Schuchert      Fire 

24   Joseph Misak        Public Works/Recycling 

24   Douglas Mersek      Public Works/Solid Waste 

25   Len Bramble        City Manager’s Office 

25   David Theen        Building 

26   Andrew Wentworth    Police    

27   John Holic         Mayor      

28   Noill Leiva         Utilities/Dist 

29   Rodrigo Morales      Police 

31   Steven Short        Police                



Building

 Resident Janice Collins reported the excellent customer service she received from Al King, divisional permit coordinator. Collins stated she called the Building 
Department about obtaining a permit and received a voice message indicating that permit technician was out of the office and to call King. Collins was very 
pleased when King promptly answered his phone and provided the information she needed.  Collins offered commendation for King’s efficiency, courtesy and 
providing her the opportunity to discuss her business with a human. 

Engineering

 Linda Kenfield Andrews stopped by the office to say a big thank you for the new sidewalk on Harbor Drive. Longtime resident Monty Andrews offered the 
same sentiment: “Kudos for the installation of the sidewalk running from Harbor Drive west into and through the east portion of John Nolen Park,” he wrote in 
an email. City Engineer Kathleen Weeden followed up with a “great job” to James Clinch, assistant city engineer, for the project. 

Police  

 “I want to acknowledge the professional support and assistance of Sgt. Keith Quick, who coordinated (the recent Practical Homicide Investigation Seminar at 
The Ramada Inn Resort in Venice,)” wrote homicide and forensic consultant Vernon Geberth, retired from the NYPD. Quick “coordinated this event and han-
dled the logistics involved, as well as preregistration and the difficult work of organizing such an event. The success of this seminar was the direct result of his 
dedicated and enthusiastic efforts, along with other members of your department, including Erin Mungavin and Louis White, who were present to assist in the 
first day’s registration process and continued to provide logistical support for the seminar.” 

 “Two of your officers, Louis White and Britti Verret, responded to a call on Myrtle Avenue in Venice, property which my sister and I own,” wrote Adele Cohill. 
“We found these two officers to be the personification of professionalism. They were calm, courteous, kind, well-trained and knowledgeable about how to 
handle a difficult situation. The Venice Police Department is indeed fortunate to have such fine officers on the force.” 

 “We would like to thank Officer Sean Hammett for assisting our family in time of need,” a resident wrote. “Our oldest teenage daughter, who attends Venice 
High School, ran away from home. We were introduced to Officer Hammett and he assured us he would do whatever he could to help find our daughter. He 
provided us with many community resources to assist us with our situation. … Because he has such an amazing rapport with the students at Venice High, he 
was able to interview a few students and ultimately one of the students spoke with our daughter and told her to return home. She did return home, all be-
cause of the actions of Officer Hammett. His dedication to his profession is a credit to the VPD. Please commend him for going above and beyond.” 
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TAKE A BOW 

Continued on page 14 



 

Continued from page 13               

Public Works                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 Judy Gamel, administrative assistant for the city manager, passed along a pleasant interaction she had with employee Stephen Sorrentino on June 15. Gam-
el’s husband took her to work, and as they drove down West Venice Avenue, they passed a city Public Works rack truck. As Sorrentino “exited the truck, he 
smiled at my husband and me and waved a friendly good morning to us,” she said. “He did not know that I was a city employee … he was just being nice.  I do 
not know how many other random members of the public Stephen will interact with, but I’m sure they will be just as pleased as I was.” 

Utilities 

 A resident in the 100 block of Vista Road called to thank Cassandra Day, Dorothy Tary and especially Chad Armstrong who went out to help resolve the issue 
of having no water June 7 on Vista. She was very pleased with everything and was extremely thankful. “Good job Chad,” Dave Abene wrote in an email. 

 Resident David Wlodlowski contacted Cassandra Day about a low-pressure job done by workers at his address on the 100 block of Avens Drive. Wlodlowski 
said employees Dustin Little, Tony Ramirez, David Guilmette and Chad Armstrong “did an awesome job and that all four of you were great.” He was very 
pleased with everything.  Great job out there!  

 Wayne Ball, Scott Hart and John Short attended the e-Hazard LVHV – Electrical Workplace Safety Training Program and received a certification for Low Volt-
age Qualified Persons, based on the National Fire Protection Association. 

 H. Brian Bettenhausen completed the Florida Water & Pollution Control Operators Association Voluntary Certification Program.  He received a certification 
and is now qualified as a Wastewater Collection B Systems Operator. 
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TAKE A BOW 

Tell family and friends to Like us on Facebook:                                                         

Venice, Florida Municipal Government 
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Venice to light up the sky for July 4th 

 Venice’s annual Independence Day fireworks display will light up the night sky on 
Monday, July 4.                                                                
 The fireworks will be shot from the South Jetty on July 4 shortly after 9 p.m. The 
free show will last an estimated 30 minutes.                                                        
 Although the jetty will be closed for safety, the fireworks display may be viewed 
on area beaches from Caspersen to Nokomis, as well as from other places around 
Venice. Another way to get a good view of the show is from the water. Boats 
should be at anchor by 8:30 p.m.; the Venice Inlet will be closed to boat traffic at 
8:45 p.m. until about a half-hour after the display’s grand finale. The show typically 
draws 10,000-15,000 people.                                                                
 The jetty will close the day before (at 12:01 a.m. July 3) just west of Anita's 
Sandcastle so that Garden State Fireworks can set up. Then the rest of Humphris 
Park at the jetty, to include the parking lot, will close to all vehicles and pedestrians 
at 12:01 a.m. July 4. Tarpon Center Drive will remain open, allowing all vehicle 

traffic to turn around at the entrance to the park. There will be message boards at the South Jetty and Tarpon Center Drive/The Esplanade notifying motorists 
of the closures. Venice Police will have an outgoing traffic pattern in place to keep traffic flowing and intersections clear following the fireworks display.     
 Anita’s Sandcastle will also be closed July 3-4. Police will provide extra beach and water patrol for the weekend.                       
 The Sertoma Club of Venice, as it has for the last decade, raised $10,000 for the fireworks show, along with the City’s contribution of $15,000. According to 
Sertoma Club president Bob Klingbeil, the national service club’s efforts in collecting donations from the community at local Publix supermarkets and other 
businesses were enhanced this year by a $5,000 donation from Visit Sarasota County. That’s due to the impact Fourth of July fireworks has in positively 
affecting tourists coming to our county for the holiday, said Erin Duggan with Visit Sarasota County. The tourism marketing entity donated the same amount to 
the Englewood and Sarasota displays.                                                                                                                                                 
 Beach spectators are strongly advised to not bring their own fireworks. With so many people, especially children, individuals using fireworks can be extreme-
ly dangerous. It is also not a good place to bring pets. Dogs are not allowed at most places on the beach, and the noise from fireworks is disturbing to them.  
                                                                            

City Hall closed on Independence Day 

 Venice City Hall will be closed Monday, July 4 for the observance of the Independence Day holiday.

 Garbage, yard waste and recyclables will not be collected. Residents whose normal collection day is 

Monday will have their items picked up on their next regular collection day, Thursday. Residents are 

reminded to have all materials to the curb by 7 a.m.  



Page 16                              Venice City Scene                                                                                                             July 2016 

GOOD EATS 

 

City Clerk Lori Stelzer and her staff had their second potluck lunch    

on June 20. Held in Community Hall, the lunch was Mexican 

themed. Along with enjoying a delicious lunch, it’s also a great way 

to interact with co-workers you may not normally see. The next 

potluck, themed “Americana” for Independence Day, is set for 

noon July 18 . 

At top left, Assistant City Clerk Heather Taylor’s stuffed jalapenos. At bottom left, City Engineer Kathleen Weeden 

prepares guacamole tableside. Assistant City Manager Len Bramble made sriracha shrimp, at left in the bottom 

center photo. At right, recording secretary Mercedes Barcia’s dessert flan. 

Participants in June’s Mexican potluck.  


