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 Venice Fire Rescue Battalion Chief Scott Blanchard 
received the Above and Beyond the Call of Duty 
Award Sept. 19  in Sarasota from Congressman Vern 
Buchanan, part of Florida's 16th District Congres-
sional Fire and Rescue and EMS Awards.      
 In 2015, Blanchard was the recipient of both the 
Venice Fire Department's Officer of the Year Award 
and the Valor Award, in part for helping save a man 
who was preparing to jump from the ledge of a 
three-story building.                 
 “It’s an honor,” said Blanchard, 44. “I just feel I 
was doing my job.                  
 “It’s nice to be acknowledged by a group of my 
peers and selected from the panel. There were a lot 
of people nominated.”                
 Blanchard has been a firefighter for 20 years —
over 15 with the City of Venice. He was originally 
hired as a firefighter in Punta Gorda and spent a 
couple years as a volunteer before that.       
 According to the award categories, the 

is for fire and 
or EMS who put their lives in 
way to help It 

that this is part of any fire and rescue 

Continued on page 4 To be placed on the newsletter distribution list, email city                

Public Information Officer Lorraine Anderson at                                          

landerson@venicegov.com or call 941-882-7401. 

Blanchard receives Congressional fire award 

Venice Fire Rescue Battalion Chief Scott Blanchard, center, is flanked by 

Administrative Battalion Chief Frank Giddens, left, and Fire Chief Shawn 

Carvey after Blanchard received the Above and Beyond the Call of Duty 

Award from Congressman Vern Buchanan on Sept. 19. 

 



Page 2                               Venice City E-News                                                                                        October 2016 



Page 3                                Venice City E-News                                                                                     October 2016 



Page 4                              Venice City E-News                                                                                          October 2016 

Fire award, continued from page 1         

and but there are times 

and sacrifice in need to 

be 

 The Officer of the Year Award Blanchard re-

ceived is a recognition for a member whose 

attitude, outstanding service and 

dedication to the fire service is in keeping with 

the highest  the Venice Fire De-

partment. This award is only available to Lieu-

tenants and Chiefs. Blanchard’s nomi-

nation went on at length sharing how he leads 

by  He has on extra responsibil-

ity of the radio equipment for 

the last 10   He excels in leading training 

personnel beyond the normal department-wide programs. 

He even includes Sarasota crew members at the station. 

County members also joined in for  

  The Valor is presented in recognition of acts involving  extreme personal risk, while attempting to save the life of another. In 2015, then Lt. 
Blanchard was part of response team to an incident involving a man preparing to jump from the ledge of a building. While another fire-
fighter provided a distraction, Blanchard was able to approach,  rescue the man, pulling him to safety. His actions put himself at extreme risk 
due to the location the unpredictable state of the individual. 
  Blanchard takes pride in striving to be the best whether on a personal level and as member of Venice Fire Rescue, according to his nomination. 
His dedication and leadership has been throughout his 15 years of service. He joined the department in 2001 and was awarded Venice Fire-
fighter of the Year 2003 and the Employee of the Quarter in 2003. He was promoted to lieutenant in 2007 and battalion chief in January 

  Married to his wife Barbara for 26 years, they have  

   
   

 
                                                                                                                                                 

Venice Fire Battalion Chief Scott Blanchard, far right, is given the Above and Beyond the Call of 

Duty Award by Congressman Vern Buchanan on Sept. 19 in Sarasota County Commission 

chambers. Three other fire personnel in Florida’s 16th district also received the honor. 

BLANCHARD 
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Linda Senne named city finance director 

 Linda Senne was appointed finance director on Sept. 13 by the Venice 
City Council to applause and cheers from the city’s entire Finance staff, who 
dropped in to Council chambers to support her.            
 “Ms. Senne has intermittently been in the position of interim (finance) 

director and has performed exceptionally well in that 
role,” City Manager Ed Lavallee wrote in a memo to 
City Council recommending her for the post.  
 Senne, who has worked for the city for five and a 
half years, also served as controller.        
 In May, she was the recipient of the Distinguished 
Budget Presentation Award for the Fiscal Year Ending 
2016 Budget from the Government Finance Officers 
Association.                   
 “I’m excited to assume the role as finance director 
and feel that my experience with the city will ensure 
a seamless transition,” Senne said. “I hope to utilize 
my leadership skills ensuring we remain a financially 

sound city.                               
 “Thanks to the city manager, mayor and Council, and all city staff, espe-
cially the Finance Department employees, for their support.”      
 Previously in her career, Senne was the deputy financial services director 
and controller for the City of Cape Coral, working with that city since 2001. 
There, as in Venice, she managed the city’s financial management system, 
along with being responsible for accounting, financial reporting, treasury, 
cash management and investments, debt issues, payroll, grant coordination, capital assets, capital construction projects and customer billing services.    
 She also prepares the city’s annual financial report.                                                     
 Senne worked for the Office of the State Auditor in Bismarck, N.D., for 13 years before coming to Cape Coral. While working for the State of North Dakota, 
she participated in the National Auditor’s Association Quality Control Review for the states of Rhode Island and Alabama.                   
 A Southwest Florida Government Finance Officers Association board member since 2006, Senne served as its president in 2008. She also served on the host 
committee for the Florida Government Finance Officers Association annual conference for two years.                            
 She is a board member with FLSAFE, a local government investment pool.                                        

SENNE 

New Finance Director Linda Senne is surrounded by staff in her department: Jon Mayes, 

Debbie Briggs, Kathy Millspaugh, Brenda Westlake, Nancy Carello, Joanne Benjamin, 

Peter Boers, Robin Williams, Carolyn Hart, Jessica Samson and Michelle Newman. 

Continued on page 7 
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With SeeClickFix, public can report issues on the go 

 

 Reporting a concern in Venice is now just a few clicks away.         

 The city has partnered with SeeClickFix to announce a new platform called 

Venice Connect that will allow citizens to report quality-of-life issues (such as 

potholes, roadside junk and tall grass) and request city services.       

 With free SeeClickFix mobile app and web tools, Venice citizens will now be 

able to provide city staff with pictures, videos, specific descriptions, and more 

— valuable information needed to get the job done efficiently. In addition, the 

SeeClickFix platform provides city officials with a centralized issue manage-

ment system to manage issues from creation to resolution, engaging citizens 

throughout the process.                          

 “We’re thrilled to be able to provide this service to our citizens,” said city 

Public Information Officer Lorraine Anderson. “SeeClickFix will streamline the 

process of reporting issues and get them assigned to the correct city depart-

ments more expediently and efficiently.”                 

 Sarasota County is also a SeeClickFix partner. SeeClickFix’s technology was 

built for overlapping jurisdictions, so citizens can report issues to the city and 

county on the same app.                      

 “SeeClickFix is just what our community needed. It will help us at the City of 

Venice to be more responsive to our constituents and to be more efficient in 

handling their issues,” said city IT Director Jeff Bolen.         

 SeeClickFix Venice Connect is available as an app for Android and iPhone. 

Select SeeClickFix from your app store on your device and choose Venice, Flor-

ida. There is also a link to the program on the city’s website, 

www.venicegov.com, or go directly to SeeClickFix at                                       

http://www.seeclickfix.com/venice.                       

 Use SeeClickFix to request assistance with City of Venice services or report 

problems, such as potholes, roadside junk, broken sidewalks, stormdrain is-

sues, traffic signal/sign problems, code violations, etc.           

 Venice Connect will acknowledge newly submitted issues and forward them 

to the appropriate departments to take care of the requests. Users will receive 

email updates and can come back here to check the status of submitted is-

sues. When the issue is resolved, the issue can be closed. Separate issues 

should be submitted as separate SeeClickFix reports. Note: Please make sure 

that the address you are providing is the location of the issue being reported. 

For more information on using the program, call 941-882-7401.      

 Law enforcement issues of an emergency nature need to be reported direct-

ly to the Venice Police Department by calling 911. VPD’s non-emergency num-

ber is 941-486-2444. After-hours Utilities emergencies can be reported at 941-

486-2770.  
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Finance director, continued from page 5         

 Senne received a bachelor’s degree in Accounting 
from Moorhead State University-Minnesota and 
has been a certified public accountant since 1988.
 Lavallee told the Venice Gondolier Sun he first 
learned about Senne from former Cape Coral city 
manager Terry Stewart at a Florida conference of 
city managers.                   
 “He told me what a great find she was. A profes-
sional,” Lavallee said. “I have come to appreciate 
how really, really knowledgeable she is -- a power-

house of a producer. She knows her department. 
She’s articulate, and as we have seen with her 
presentations before Council, is an effective com-
municator.                     
 The city manager added that Senne is great to 
work with and is a skilled leader.        
 “She knows the information and process and can 
explain with confidence what she is proposing,” he 
said.                        
 Added Assistant City Manager Len Bramble: “I will 
always do all I can to support any city employee, 
and I must admit that I am very excited that Linda 

has accepted the position, and optimistic that she 
will bring about a strong sense of cohesion and 
‘team’ within the Finance Department and between 
Finance and other departments.           
 “I think this was clearly seen by the support Linda 
received from city staff during the time of her ap-
pointment at (the Sept. 13) City Council meeting.” 
 Senne, 53, and her husband Scott, a chiropractor/
acupuncturist, have been married for 23 years and 
live in Fort Myers. They have two children, Sommer, 
18, and Shiloh, 9. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Aug. 11, the Sons of the American Legion invited Venice Po-

lice Chief Tom Mattmuller to the American Legion NO-VEL Post 

159, where Sons Commander Robert DiDio presented the chief, 

second from left, with a donation of $3,000 for the purchase of 

personal protective equipment — 2 ballistic shields — for the 

Venice Police Department. The Sons of the American Legion 

place an emphasis on preserving American traditions and values, 

improving the quality of life for our nation’s children, caring for 

veterans and their families, and teaching the fundamentals of 

good citizenship. 

Sons of American Legion give back to community 
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VMA’s new exhibit races into town 
 The Venice Museum & Archives held an opening reception for its latest 

exhibit, “Burnin’ Rubber: Auto Racing in Venice from 1953 to 1960,” the 

evening of Sept. 15. In attendance were some of the original members of 

the Venice Vagabonds, the local hot rod club here in the ‘50s, including Jim 

Lash, Dave “Digger” Pattison, David Harriman, Charles “Pete” Peterson, Ed-

ward Evett, Elaine and Roger Totten, and Bob Rigby.             

 “Whoever thought after all these years, this would happen,” marveled 

Pattison, who regaled attendees with stories of the old days.        

 It was a photo that VMA Curator and Collections Manager Harm hadn’t 

seen before that became the impetus for the exhibit on 1950s-‘60s auto 

racing in Venice, which was done at the airport.             

 “The Venice Vagabonds was a hot-rodding club that re-established last 

year,” Harm said. “We had a photo donated to the museum (of the group in 

the mid-‘50s) and I had never heard of the club or about racing in Venice. I 

figured, how could we tell this story?”                

 Through word of mouth, other donations came in – a jacket, a scrapbook 

filled with pictures, period hot-rod magazines, ‘50s auto parts like a shiny 

racing hubcap and a fancy valve cover.                 

 “Since so much material was coming in, I thought, why not (do an exhib-

it)?” she said. “I also thought it would draw people who otherwise might 

not come here.”                            

 After World War II ended, the Army Air Base in Venice was empty. The 

airstrip was a perfect place for drag racing, Harm explained.        

 The exhibit will be on display at the VMA, 351 Nassau St. S., Venice, 

through Jan. 25, 2017. The museum is open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday-

Wednesday and the first and third Saturdays, October-April, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Some of the origi-

nal members of the 

Venice Vagabonds 

are pictured below: 

Dave “Digger” Pat-

tison, David Harri-

man, Charles “Pete” 

Peterson, Edward 

Evett, Elaine and 

Roger Totten, and 

(in front) Bob 

Rigby. 

See more photos, page 9 
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‘BURNIN’ RUBBER’ EXHIBIT 

The VMA held an opening reception Sept. 15 for its new “Burnin’ 

Rubber” auto racing exhibit, which included a classic car show. The 

exhibit, researched and produced over six months and installed in 

about a week by museum Curator and Collections Manager Michelle 

Harm, includes “now and then” photos of Venice Vagabonds mem-

bers, car parts, magazines, posters and other memorabilia. 
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  Tropical Storm Hermine affected most of the remaining sea turtle nests in the area during late 
August and early September, according to Mote Marine Laboratory scientists. Fortunately, the area 
has hosted a record number of nests this year, and the majority hatched before the storm. 
  Of the record 4,447 nests laid so far this year on Mote-monitored beaches — Longboat Key 
through Venice — 1,700 had yet to hatch before the storm. Of those:                
 * 686 nests were deemed “total washouts,” unlikely to produce any hatchlings. Of those total 
washouts, 68 were in Venice.                                     
 * 66 nests total were observed in standing water, meaning they are unlikely to produce any 
hatchlings.                                              
 * 400 nests experienced accretion — more sand piled on top. Many accreted nests have a chance 
to hatch if the water drains from the sand.                              
 Some nests were declared total washouts because all of their marking stakes were washed away 
and the nests could not be found. This means some areas with no marking stakes might harbor hid-
den, viable nests, according to Mote.                                
 “The bottom line is, we lost some nests to nature, and yet we may have hatches from areas without stakes, so we encourage everyone visiting, working or 
living along our beaches to be on the lookout and continue to be turtle-friendly until the end of nesting season, Oct. 31, even if you see few or no marked 
nests in your area,” said Kristen Mazzarella, senior biologist with Mote’s Sea Turtle Conservation and Research Program. 
  Despite storm impacts, 2016 has been a highly productive year for sea turtle nesting in Mote’s area: The 4,447 nests laid to-date are the most ever record-
ed in Mote’s 35-year history of sea turtle conservation on Longboat Key through Venice. In addition, sea turtles’ nesting patterns compensate for some storm 
impacts. 
 “Sea turtles have nested in areas with strong storms for millennia,” Mazzarella said. “Each turtle normally lays several nests per season, spread out in time. 
This maximizes their chance to produce a successful hatch.” 
  As of Mote’s latest weekly update from Sept. 24, nesting has slowed down as it normally does at this time of year. Still, 621 nests have been reported in 
Venice alone from May 1. Last year’s total number of nests in Venice for the season was 256. Visit www.mote.org/2016nesting for weekly numbers of new 
nests. Mote scientists expect to share final nest counts after the season ends on Oct. 31.                                     
 Five species of sea turtles inhabit the Gulf of Mexico: loggerhead (the most common), green, hawksbill, leather-back and Kemp’s Ridley. During nesting sea-
son, the turtles — many of which hatched on area beaches — make their way to Southwest Florida, where they come ashore at night to lay their nests. Only 
an estimated one out of every 1,000 hatchlings survives to adulthood.                                            
 During the nesting season, it is important to keep local beaches turtle-friendly, Mote officials say. Female sea turtles and their hatchlings find the water by 
heading toward the brightest horizon. On a developed beach, light from waterfront properties can disorient sea turtles and draw them toward roads, drains, 
yards, swimming pools and other dangerous locations. Shield or turn off outdoor lights that are visible on the beach through October. Additionally, don’t use 
flashlights or fishing lamps on the beach. If you see sea turtle hatchlings traveling toward land instead of the ocean, please call Mote's sea turtle program at 
941-388-4331 for instructions. If you call after hours, then Mote's automated message system will let you know what to do.                  

Mote: Majority of sea turtle nests hatched before Hermine  

http://www.mote.org/2016nesting


Page 11                              Venice City E-News                                                                                     October 2016 

City launches monthly bicycle ride  

The city’s inaugural monthly bike ride from City Hall took to the streets  Sept. 14, led by Bicycle Pedestrian 

Coordinator Darlene Culpepper, below at left. About 20 bicyclists participated in the casual 6-mile ride  

around the Island of Venice. The next ride, open to the public, is set for 10 a.m. Oct. 12. Helmets are required. 

At right, city Hu-
man Resources 
Manager Oliver 

Lewis and Mayor 
John Holic, in back-

ground, see the 
bicyclists off, in-

cluding Venice Po-
lice Officer Erin 

Mungavin and Sgt. 
Ron Perisho.  
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THE NEED                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 The City’s current police station on Ridgewood Avenue was built in 1990, some 26 years ago. In a recent examination of the current facility by an architec-

tural consulting firm and City Engineering, it was determined that the current police department building:                           

 Is not hardened by modern standards for hurricanes or other natural disasters. A building hardened to contemporary standards has a roof, walls and win-

dows that can withstand Category 5 storm-force rain and winds of up to 157 mph.                                        

 Does not meet current security standards.                                                           

 Cannot accommodate the technology that police use continuously, now and for the future.                                 

 Has limited space on 5 acres for the formation of a command center.                                             

 Cannot easily or cost-effectively accommodate expansion to meet all the strategic needs of the police department, or other local, state or federal agencies 

brought in to assist in times of crisis. 

MODERN POLICING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 Policing has changed since the current police station was built, due in part to an increase in terrorist and active shooter activities. Recent events have shown 

us these type of threats can happen anywhere at any time. The Public Safety Improvement Bond would support the construction of a modern, updated facility 

that will allow first responders to be in a constant state of preparedness and react efficiently and effectively to threats, whether natural or manmade, of any 

kind, as well as provide peace of mind for residents. 

WHAT’S PROPOSED                                                                                                                                                                                 

 The bond would fund design, engineering and construction of a 25,000-square-foot, hurricane-hardened public safety command center on a 10-acre proper-

ty with secured grounds. Along with housing the Police Department, it will feature:                                       

 * Multipurpose rooms to support training or emergency operations, including a media briefing area.                             

 * A community room open to the public for meetings of civic groups or other organizations.                                 

 * Support for current forensic technology and room for processing and storage of evidence.                                 

 The Public Safety Improvement Bond issue will be for 30 years for a maximum project cost of $16 million.                                                                                                                                                     

 The initial annual cost to property owners is estimated at $28 per $100,000 of assessed value. The current assessed value of your property can be found at 

http://www.sc-pa.com/testsearch/.  This figure will most likely decrease as more new homes are constructed.                                                                             

 The vote on the Public Safety Improvement Bond issue will be on the ballot in the Nov. 8 election. Answers to Frequently Asked Questions are available at 

www.venicegov.com.  

City of Venice Public Safety Improvement Bond information for residents 

Continued on page 13 

http://www.sc-pa.com/testsearch/
http://www.venicegov.com
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Q.  When will voters be asked to approve the bond?                                                      

  A.  The Public Safety Improvement Bond for a new, storm-hardened public safety command center will be on the ballot for the Nov. 8, 2016, election. 

Placing the Public Safety Bond for consideration by the voters was approved by the Venice City Council on June 14. 

Q.   How will it appear on my ballot?                                                              

  A.  The wording will appear as follows:                                                                 

  Approval of General Obligation Bonds to Finance Public Safety Improvements                                        

   Shall the City of Venice issue general obligation bonds maturing not later than 30 years from their issuance in a principal amount not exceeding 

$16,000,000, bearing interest not in excess of the maximum legal rate, to finance a public safety facility for police, emergency operations and training, payable 

from ad valorem property taxes levied without limit on all taxable property within the City? 

 _____YES - FOR BONDS 

 _____NO - AGAINST BONDS 

Q.  What is the cost to property owners? 

  A.  The initial annual cost to property owners is estimated at $28 per $100,000 of assessed value, less any homestead or other exemptions as defined by 

the Sarasota County Property Appraiser. The current assessed value of your property can be found at http://www.sc-pa.com/testsearch/.  As more homes are 

constructed, the unit cost per household should decrease. 

Q.  Where would the new public safety command center be located?                                             

  A.  The 25,000-square-foot center is proposed to be built on 10 acres on East Venice Avenue. 

Q.  What will the command center include?                                                           

  A.  The facility will include multipurpose rooms that can be used for training offices, classrooms, emergency operations work rooms and media briefings, 

and additional outside parking. It will have a community room to serve a variety of City and public meeting space needs. In the event of a natural or manmade 

disaster, the center can house those who need to stay there for several days. The center will also better accommodate the use of civilian volunteers and pub-

lic safety aides, and facilitate the Citizen Police Academy Program. 

City of Venice Public Safety Bond Frequently Asked Questions 

Continued on page 14 

http://www.sc-pa.com/testsearch/
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Q:  How will the new command center enhance public safety operations?                                           

  A.  A public safety command center is an important municipal asset in times of crisis, be that a hurricane or other weather event, or active shooter or ter-

rorist act. The new facility will be weather-hardened to withstand a Category 5 storm (winds 157 mph or higher) and have secure grounds. This will enable the 

City to use the center under any natural or manmade crisis situation.                                                                                                                                                                                        

 The City’s current emergency operations center (now a room at Fire Station #3 on East Laurel Road) will be upgraded and centrally located in the new facili-

ty to provide sufficient space and resources to prepare for and respond to any emergency. The facility will be 7,000 feet larger than the current police station 

to accommodate the resources needed to support the project growth in population over the next 30 years. Assets like police vehicles will be protected from 

storms and the wear and tear of Florida weather. There will be ample room for evidence storage.                                                                                                                                                              

 When outside agencies such as the Florida Department of Law Enforcement, FBI, U.S. Customs and the Department of Children & Families come to Venice 

as part of an investigation, the City will have adequate workspace for their staff. Everything in the new building will be designed as multipurpose – the training 

area will be constantly used by police and other agencies, and also used as a community room; in the event of an emergency, it will transform into the prima-

ry command center area. The City will have the ability to open the community room up to outside organizations and clubs and be welcoming to the public.  

Q.  What’s wrong with the current police facility?                                                        

  A.  The current police station on Ridgewood Avenue, built in 1990, was not constructed to be hardened to modern standards for hurricanes or other natu-

ral disasters. It also does not meet current security standards overall. The current 18,000-square-foot facility on a 5-acre site cannot easily or cost-effectively 

accommodate expansion to meet all current public safety needs and future growth of the department.                             

  The current police department is not easily expanded. There is no place to house police assets and inadequate room to store evidence; currently, such 

items are being stored off-site. The current building is not designed for today’s forensic work and other technology that is moving forward at a rapid rate.   

  Further, when a citizen comes to the current police station to discuss an issue with an officer and enters the lobby, there is no privacy for him to do so. 

Often, the officer and the citizen step outside the building to talk. 

Q. How much would it cost to just upgrade the existing Police Department building?                                      

  A. According to cost estimates from architects Fawley Bryant, to simply upgrade the current 18,000-square-foot police building on Ridgewood Avenue to 

Category 5 standards, with no expansion, would cost $1.25 million. To expand the current facility to 30,000 square feet built to Category 5 standards would 

cost $6.2 million. However, there would be no expansion or improvements to exterior parking or evidence holding, and the building would still be located on a 

constricted 5 acres.  

City of Venice Public Safety Bond Frequently Asked Questions (con’t) 

Continued on page 15 
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City of Venice Public Safety Bond Frequently Asked Questions (con’t) 

Q.  If the Public Safety Improvement Bond passes, what happens to the current police station?                               

 A.  The Police Department building will be converted to house Public Works administration, parks and road maintenance, freeing up the Seaboard area 

where Public Works is currently in an aging facility. Passage of the Public Safety Improvement Bond would be the start of fixing facilities in the City that need 

it. 

Q.  If the bond passes, when will construction start on the new public safety facility?                                     

  A.  With design, bidding, permitting, etc., the start date is estimated to be 10-12 months after the bond passes. 

Q.  How long will construction take?                                                                   

  A.  Construction is estimated to take 14-16 months. The overall time from the bond passing to building completion is 2 to 2 ½ years. 

Q. Why not just renovate the current police station?                                                     

  A.  Bringing the current building up to modern standards would be costly, according to engineers, and any facility would still be limited to the 5-acre foot-

print where it is now. To expand, the City would need to make the building a two-story structure, which is much more expensive. Expensive items like an ele-

vator would need to be included. The walls, entryway and windows would need to be remodeled and upgraded to Category 5 hurricane standards. The entire 

building would have to undergo significant renovation. 

Q.  Isn’t the City duplicating services when there is an Emergency Operations Center in Sarasota?                              

  A.  What the City calls its emergency operations center now is really a small conference room in Fire Station #3 that is not centrally located. If during a cri-

sis staff from other City departments or even other agencies are brought in, they need to have adequate workspace as well as be able to get information out 

to the media.                                                                           

  The Sarasota County EOC provides overarching emergency management support. The City, with its own plan and program, ensures there is seamless sup-

port and connectivity between the two governments throughout the duration of a disaster. In times of crisis, the City would send a liaison to the County to 

achieve a common operational mission. The County and local facilities should complement each other in this way, but in an emergency, each provides distinct 

services. One does not substitute for the other.                                                         

  The City also needs a secure location in Venice from which to operate, before and during a natural or manmade disaster, so first responders can quickly 

emerge when the coast is clear and start recovering. 

Continued on page 16 
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City of Venice Public Safety Bond Frequently Asked Questions (con’t) 

Q.  What happens if the Public Safety Improvement Bond does not pass?                                           

  A.  The Police Department will stay in the building it is in now. If the City wants to renovate the facility to any degree, it will come at a considerable cost. 

Public Works will also stay where it is. A significant amount of funds will have to go into both facilities to bring them up to modern standards. Citizens won’t 

have a centrally located community room that the public can use. Police assets cannot be protected in the current building. Without a public safety command 

center of this nature, the City will miss the opportunity to sync all operations during a critical emergency.  

Q. Who do I contact for additional information?                                                        

  A.  For additional information, please contact Lorraine Anderson, Public Information Officer, at 941-882-7401 or landerson@venicegov.com, or Police 

Chief Tom Mattmuller at 941-882-7600 or tmattmuller@venicegov.com.  

Prescription drug 'take-back' program at VPD 

 The city of Venice reminds citizens of the ongoing program that allows the 
public to return unused medications/prescriptions into a controlled collection 
system.                                    
 In doing so, the medications are destroyed without being deposited into our 
landfills or water system, substantially reducing any potential environmental 
damage and the chance of the meds becoming a health hazard. Safe disposal 
of these medications also decreases access to addictive drugs for accidental or 
intentional misuse. 
 A drop box for controlled substances, expired prescriptions and over-the-

counter medications (pills only; no needles or liquids) is available in the lobby 
of the Venice Police station at the intersection of Capri Isles Blvd. and Ridge-
wood Ave. (1350 E. Ridgewood Ave.), adjacent to Pinebrook Park, from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
 A more detailed description of the program is available on VPD’s webpage at 
www.venicegov.com. Click on Departments at the top of the homepage, select 
Police, then Community Programs on the left, and then Rx Take-Back Program. 
 For more information, call 941-486-2444. 

mailto:landerson@venicegov.com
mailto:tmattmuller@venicegov.com
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.venicegov.com%2F&h=pAQEr50SUAQH5SrzrLTM4BMJmYbZLX5Jthfqsn4dn8YIB2A&enc=AZN5aE9QZ7O09C58nxogI7lQMDP2DBcCeS1mVYNEoCKFMbYHk6XRZ5pMQ7La9DyWRi3SdDiIWdftOhC6LxGtv0B1rHwrHROiosJ2rxwCC6oQrKRcGNX1bPVByn-lfO_-kEPfKD6NlYKc-
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HERMINE ROLLS IN 

Hermine’s winds and rain hit 

Venice as a tropical storm Sept. 

2, later becoming a Category 1 

hurricane as it moved northeast. 

The storm closed the South Jetty 

park and Venice Fishing Pier, 

with flooding at Flamingo, Gar-

denia, Villas, Golden Beach and 

other local streets in the vicinity. 

City firefighters and Public 

Works staff, at left, led sandbag-

ging efforts for residents. 

Above, John Monville and Ryan Burns 

with the Engineering Department shov-

el open the Flamingo Ditch after storm 

surge receded, relieving nearby street 

flooding. Overall, the beaches gained 

sand, with no significant erosion, ac-

cording to City Engineer Kathleen 

Weeden. 
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Local collector donates historic photos, postcards to VMA 
 Resident Reggie Foote, a longtime local collector of Venice ephemera, objects 
and photos, recently donated a great collection of postcards and photos to the 
Venice Museum & Archives.                              
 Some of the images date back to the early settlers, including one of the Dunn 
Haven home site, located in present-day Nokomis. The postcard caption of the im-
age says “Venice, Fla.,” because that was the original name of Nokomis.
 “Passionate collectors like Mr. Foote are essential to small museums like the 
Venice Museum & Archives,” said VMA Curator and Collections Manager Michelle 
Harm. “Our limited budget does not include earmarked funds for acquisitions for 
the collection; instead, we have to rely upon donated items that come through the 
door. Besides the expense of purchasing items through online auction sites, estate 
sales and other methods, it is also time-consuming.”             
 Foote, a 14-year resident of Venice who moved here from Berlin, Conn., scours 
the Internet for auction sites like eBay with these items.              
 A former regional manager for Pratt & Whitney’s commercial engine division, 
he’s lived for years at a time in the course of his job in Singapore; Bombay, India; 
Seoul, South Korea; and Stockholm, Sweden.                   
 “I joined the local historic society (in Connecticut) and started getting interested 
in locating and finding,” Foote said. “Ever since I retired (in 1998) I would look for 
local memorabilia, anything related to Venice.                  
 “When I first started, I found there was a lot of stuff available, especially from 
eBay. I’d get original photos that haven’t been published by local papers, some 
from the Venice Army Air Base.”                         
 Foote, who says he’s donated a couple hundred items to the VMA over the 
length of his time here, says he does so because he doesn’t want them to get lost.
 “I want to save these items from oblivion, even though there’s a cost to me,” he 
said. Monetarily, he says, he has no idea of the total of his donations, but “I’m sure 
it would be thousands.”                              
 Online, he searches for “Venice” twice a day on eBay and Craigslist. He also 
checks the local newspapers for items, and gets tips through word of mouth.                             
 “What piqued my interest now is the display that (the VMA has) going on now,” Foote said, referring to “Burnin’ Rubber: Auto Racing in Venice from 1953-
1960.” “I had a few items on the sports car races held out at (Venice) Airport. Car racing is one of my favorite sports. I used to drag race myself in the early 

Above, Reggie 

Foote is pictured 

with his wife, Judi, 

outside the Venice 

Museum & Ar-

chives. At right is 

one of the many 

historic photos 

Foote recently do-

nated to the VMA, 

showing early set-

tlers of the area. 

       Continued on page 19 
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Collector, continued from page 18       

1960s in New England.”                    
 A director for the Venice Region of the Antique Automobile 
Club of America, Foote donated a photo of a couple cars, a 

brochure for a sports car 
race, and an application 
for one, to the current 
exhibit.        
 According to Harm, 
items donated by Foote 
over the years include 
booklets, maps, theater 

programs, photos, slides, postcards and objects. Items range 
from a Smack McDonald’s menu (a beloved local restaurant 
back in the day), to a letter from a Chinese American airman 
stationed at the Venice Army Air Base during WWII, to a com-
memorative coin from the Ringling Circus Parade in Venice cel-
ebrating the U.S. 1976 Bicentennial.              
 “Mr. Foote’s keen eye for all things Venice and his expertise 
as a collector make him an invaluable re-
source,” Harm said. “He is extremely generous 
to donate portions of his collection to the mu-
seum for the benefit of the people of Venice. 
Now that the items are part of the VMA’s col-
lection, they are publicly accessible for re-
search, exhibition and the enjoyment of every-
one.                  
 “These historic photos, documents and arti-
facts could have been purchased by collectors 
anywhere in the world and end up far from 
Venice. The fact that they are coming home to 
be preserved for future generations is invalua-
ble. Mr. Foote is helping save Venice’s unique 
history.” 

Foote’s recent donation includes vintage circus photos, including pictures of animal trainer Gunther 
Gebel-Williams, above; “Venice Fishing,” below right; and a number of postcards including one post-
marked from Venice to New York in 1894, below left. 



IN TRAINING 
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On Sept. 16, city 

firefighters trained 

inside and outside a 

home on Park 

Boulevard North set 

to be demolished. 

Firefighters prac-

ticed survivor skills 

and conducted a 

downed firefighter 

scenario (pictured at 

left). 



Page 21                              Venice City E-News                                                                                     October 2016 

 The City of Venice is seeking volunteers to serve on the following boards. 
Qualification, duties and meeting schedules are as follows:                 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD – One vacancy (city resident)                                          
 Conduct studies and make recommendations to City Council for the adop-
tion, administration and enforcement of reasonable architectural and aes-
thetic standards to apply in appropriate areas or districts of the city. Upon the 
adoption by ordinance of City Council of such architectural and aesthetic 
standards, it shall be the duty of the board to administer and enforce such 
standards pursuant to the procedures to be adopted by City Council.                                  
 Must be a city resident with the exception of one registered architect. One 
board member shall be a member of Venice MainStreet Inc. Others shall have 
background in building design or similar fields.                                               
 Meets the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month at 9 a.m.                

CITIZEN TAX OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE – One vacancy           
 Conduct an annual review of the expenditures made by the city from the 
sales tax proceeds to ensure that expenditures have been made in accordance 
with infrastructure project lists and any changes thereto. The board shall meet 
as needed to review any changes made by the city to the infrastructure pro-
jects or to the allocation of sales tax proceeds for the sole purpose of ensuring 
that all procedural requirements have been followed.                                              
 Must be a city resident. May not be full time employee of the city or private 
individuals or employees of private firms under contract with the city.      
 Meets at least annually or as needed.                                                                   

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY BOARD – One vacancy         
 Advise the City Council about issues pertaining to business and economic 
development in the city. The board may review economic development issues, 
gather information and ideas, coordinate business development activities with 
other similar organizations around Sarasota County, and assist in marketing 
the city as a desirable location for clean, light industry and commercial uses. 
 The final goal is to make recommendations to City Council relative to eco-
nomic development and consistent with the city’s established goals.     

 Meets every other month on the third Wednesday of the month at 3:30 p.m.
                                         
HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD  — One vacancy (student)       
 Recommend the designation of historic districts, identify and recommend 
designation of historic landmarks and archaeologically significant sites, identi-
fy and nominate eligible properties to the National Register of Historic Places 
and assist Planning Commission in administration of the historic preservation 
element in the city's comprehensive plan. Members must be residents of the 
city (except student), and have interest and knowledge in history, architecture 
and related fields, as well as a concern for the heritage of the city of Venice. 
 Meets the 3rd Friday of the month at 9 a.m.               

PUBLIC ART ADVISORY BOARD — One vacancy                
 Implement guidelines, selection procedures and organizational policies to 
facilitate selection, approval and placement of public art. Program planning; 
designating sites; determining project scope and budget; overseeing the artist 
selection process; commissioning artworks; reviewing design, education and 
placement of artworks from the city's public art collection. Investigate, review 
and recommend means by which artworks may be obtained, including dona-
tions, gifts, and grant applications for public art projects.           
 Encourage public art through the city, including the participation of all citi-
zens in a joint public and private effort to promote art in public places. Cele-
brate the community's heritage, ethnicity, commonality and civic pride by 
stimulating collaboration and understanding between artists and the commu-
nity. Enhance Venice's image locally; regionally and nationally by insuring the 
creation of the highest quality public art. Promote artists to live and to work in 
Venice and to participate in public presentations of their art. Encourage feder-
al, state and private support for Venice's Public Art Program.           
 Consists of people who live, work or own property in the city, and have a 
background in public art, architecture, cultural policy or related fields.    
 Meets quarterly on the second Wednesday of the month at 3:30 p.m. 

 

Volunteers needed to serve on city boards 

       Continued on page 22 



 The following individuals have been appointed or reappointed 

to serve on city boards, commissions, committees and task forc-

es:                               

 James Middleton, reappointed to the Historic Preservation  

Board, to serve a term from Oct. 1, 2016, until Sept. 30, 2019.  

 Eydie Kargas, appointed to the Parks and Recreation Advisory 

Board, to serve a term from Oct. 1, 2016, until Sept. 30, 2019.  

 Roger Effron, appointed to the Parks and Recreation Advisory 

Board, to serve a term from Sept. 27, 2016, until June 30, 2017. 

 Franklin Wright, appointed to the Historic Preservation Board 

to complete the term of Judith Bauer from Sept. 27, 2016, until 

Aug. 31, 2018. 

AT YOUR SERVICE 
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City boards, continued from page 21        

TRAFFIC ADVISORY TASK FORCE – Two vacancies                                                 
 Participates with city staff to coordinate a series of public forums for the active 
engagement of various segments of the Venice population. Open workshops and 
charrettes will provide an opportunity for citizens, resident groups, business 
groups, social and civic organizations to brainstorm issues, analyze data and for-
mulate recommendations for the adoption of public policy and related decision-
making on the proper and effective use of public and private resources. The Task 
Force will address the following issues:  safe bicycle operation, use of golf carts, 
alternative energy vehicles, traffic influx and egress, street design and amenities, 
street signage, public transportation, parking, walking, public-private partner-
ships, and public safety conditions and strategies.                                                                                                                                        
 Comprised of citizens who collectively represent a broad range of transportation 
and traffic perspectives.                                                                                        
 Meets the 1st Thursday of each month.    

 If you are interested in serving on a board, please submit your application online 
at www.venicegov.com, or at the City Clerk’s office, 401 W. Venice Ave., Venice, 
FL 34285. If you would like more information on a particular board, please contact 
the Mayor’s Office at 941-486-2626. All resumes will be considered when vacan-
cies occur.  

Venice Building 

Dept.  now has 

sign-in kiosk 

 The city’s Building Department has recently initiated a program to alle-
viate the need to stand in line while waiting to see a staff member in ei-
ther Building or Developmental Services.                 
 With the recent addition of a sign-in kiosk, citizens are able to sign in 
and specify their needs, submit for a permit, ask a question, ask to see 
staff, or address any of the services provided by the department, accord-
ing to Building Official Frank O’Neill.                   
 At times, people stand in line at the permitting counter only to ask a 
question, drop off paperwork, or to see a plans examiner or inspector. 
Often, people stand in line only to mark their spot. They are now able to 
sit down and not feel obligated to stand in line while they wait.     
 This program was initiated by staff as an added convenience for those 
dealing with the Building Department or interrelated departments, to in-
crease efficiency and improve customer service. The Building Department 
is located to the right inside the main entrance of Venice City Hall at 401 W. Venice Ave. 

http://www.venicegov.com


MOORING FIELD CLEANUP 
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 Volunteers pulled nearly 1,000 pounds of debris from the Venice Mooring 

Field on Saturday, Sept. 17. Spearheaded by the Suncoast Reef Rovers Venice 

dive club, the cleanup yielded over 300 pounds of anchors and 170 pounds of 

rope, along with a battery charger, chains, tires, concrete blocks, a culvert and 

two inflatable dinghies (pictured being removed from the water at bottom 

middle and bottom right). Dozens of other items were too heavy to lift — in-

cluding engine blocks, a light pole and even a cast-iron sink — so latitude/

longitude readings were taken so they could be picked up later.        

 Forty people were involved from nine different organizations, including the 

nearby Venice Yacht Club (which hosted a pulled pork lunch for the volun-

teers), Venice Police and Fire departments, and the Sarasota County Sheriff’s 

Office.  
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Utilities Water Meter Change-Out Program 
  Initiation of this capital improvement project is the first phase of upgrading existing radio read meters (Automatic Meter Reading) to Advanced Metering 

Infrastructure (AMI). Over 10 years ago, the City initiated a program for the replacement of all manual read meters with radio read meters. Those meters are 

reaching or have exceeded their recommended useful life. Full implementation of all AMI capabilities is planned within two years, once enough AMI meters 

are in the system to justify expense of the towers needed to transmit and receive signals. Utili-

ties will begin the project by replacing the oldest meters with the upgraded model that will 

ultimately transmit meter data to centrally located towers. Advance Metering Analytics (AMA) 

is the secure software that enables this two-way fixed network to collect, organize and analyze 

meter data, eliminating the need for staff to drive by each meter while improving operations 

and asset management, and water and energy conservation. Our customers will have access 

via a web portal to review and analyze their consumption for the last year and receive notifica-

tions of possible leaks in their plumbing, water conservation tips and incentive programs. Staff 

is preparing to submit an application for consideration to the Southwest Florida Water Man-

agement District (SWFWMD) Cooperative Funding Grant program for purchasing the software.    

 The water meter change-out program project is scheduled to bid prior to the end of 2016. 

Approximately 1,020 water meters that are greater than ten years old are being replaced as 

part of this first phase. All meters and the required number of replacement boxes were pur-

chased by the City to minimize cost of materials; only damaged boxes or lids will be replaced. 

Each change-out does require an interruption to water service. The contract documents re-

quire the contractor to coordinate timing of the work with each occupant; door hangers will 

be placed if the occupant is not present. Should you have questions, please contact our Tech-

nical Unit Supervisor, Michael Catalano at 941-480-3333 ext. 7311 

 Incentive Program:  

 Staff is also preparing to submit an application to the Southwest Florida Water Management District Cooperative Funding Grant program for Phase 6 of the 

Toilet Replacement Project which provides rebates for certain water saving improvements, do-it-yourself kits and educational material. If selected, 

SWFWMD's Cooperative Funding Initiative Program will match City funds up to 50 percent for each project.  

Above, 5/8" x 3/4" water meter and endpoint (data collector).  
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Backflow Program Required Testing Reminder  

The Utilities Department began the backflow prevention program sending notification letters to owners of properties that required a backflow device, had an 
option to downgrade their current device, or no longer required a device.  Priority was focused on non-residential properties that did not have a backflow de-
vice or a current certification for testing their existing assembly. The same was done for residential properties with exception of the test certifications.  Moving 
into the next phase of the program includes staff addressing the following requirements: 

Non-residential - All properties require a reduced pressure backflow assembly (RP-BFP) 

RP-BFP assemblies are required to be tested annually; reminder post cards are now being sent on a monthly 
basis. 

Double-check assemblies were allowed to remain in place until the initial 12-month period ended. These 
property owners will be receiving letters requiring the installation of a reduced pressure backflow assembly. 

Residential - The level of property hazard determines if a backflow device is required and what type. 

Testing reminders for residential properties will begin to be sent in the near future, on a monthly basis. 
Letters are being sent to property owners that have not complied with the backflow prevention program 

requirements within the initial 12-month period.  

Residential testing requirements  - There are different requirements specific to residential. 

Reduced pressure backflow assemblies currently require an inspection every other year. 
Dual check backflow assemblies (DuC-BFP) do not require testing, but are required to be refurbished or replaced 

no less than once every 10 years. 

General requirements that determine the type of BFP required for Residential Customers are below: 

  Potable water used for irrigation requires a Reduced Pressure Backflow Preventer Assembly (RP-BFP) 
  Surface water used for irrigation requires a RP-BFP 
  Well water used for irrigation requires a Dual  Check Backflow Preventer Assembly (DuC-BFP) 
  Reclaimed water used for irritation requires a DuC-BFP 
  None of the above means no BFP is required. 

There are minor exceptions to these requirements.  The above covers the vast majority of city customers. 

 Visit our website page at http://venicegov.com/Municipal_links/Utilities/backflow.asp for residential backflow frequently asked questions and to view the 
Cross-Connection Control Program Manual. 

Should you have questions about your specific circumstances, please contact our Technical Unit Supervisor, Michael Catalano, at 941-480-3333, ext. 
7311. 

Above, a reduced pressure assembly (RP-
BFP) is installed above ground, down-
stream of meter box. Below, a dual check 
(DuC-BFP) is installed underground, typi-
cally in a meter box. 

http://venicegov.com/Municipal_links/Utilities/backflow.asp
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9/11 CEREMONY 

A Sept. 11 memorial ceremony at Patriots Park — which holds a 2-ton steel beam from 

the World Trade Center wreckage — marked the 15th anniversary of the 2001 terrorist 

attacks. Fire Chief Shawn Carvey, top left, rang a bell for the victims and was present-

ed a poster of NYFD members lost that day from event organizer Gene Sweeney. 

Council Member Fred Fraize, top right; Council Member Rich Cautero and Police Chief 

Tom Mattmuller also attended. 
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

At left, Mayor John Holic 

honors Verna Silk on 

Sept. 27 for her service 

on the city’s Parks and 

Recreation Advisory 

Board, as Erin Silk and 

Linda Andrews look on. 

At right, Holic congratu-

lates Fire Rescue Battal-

ion Chief Scott 

Blanchard for his Con-

gressional Above and 

Beyond the Call of Duty 

Award. 

At left, Mayor 

Holic proclaims 

Oct. 9-15 Fire Pre-

vention Week 

with Fire Chief 

Shawn Carvey. At 

right, Holic swears 

in Venice Fire-

medic Hunter 

Snyder as his par-

ents look on Sept. 

27.  



Page 28                              Venice City E-News                                                                                     October 2016 

IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

At left, Mayor John 

Holic, with Cherie 

Heasley, communi-

cations manager 

with Safe Place and 

Rape Crisis Center 

(SPARCC), pro-

claims October 2016 

Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month 

on Sept. 27. Photo 

provided by Earle 

Kimel/Herald Tribune 
Above, Holic presented a proclamation naming September 2016 Life 

Insurance Awareness Month to representatives of the National Associa-

tion of Insurance and Financial Advisors Gulf Coast Florida on Sept. 13. 

 In the wake of recent storms, the area is dealing with standing water 
and mosquitoes.                             
 Residents should visit https://www.scgov.net/mms/Pages/default.aspx 
and type in "mosquito management." There, you will find information re-
garding ways to help manage the problem.               
 This site also provides information and a map of all of Sarasota County, 
including Venice, as to when and where the county will be spraying to help 
control the potential mosquito problem. You can also call 941-861-5000 
for more information. 

Mosquito spraying information 

 Onvia DemandStar streamlines the local government procurement pro-
cess by allowing agencies to manage the bid/proposal process electroni-
cally. 
 Local business vendors can review the City of Venice's current solicita-
tions by signing up on DemandStar's website, www.demandstar.com. 
The site will automatically notify vendors of bids and Requests For Pro-
posals (RFPs) via email. Bid and RFP documents and specs are distributed 
online. 
 With DemandStar, you can: 
. Be automatically notified of new government contracting opportunities 
that match your business. 
. Select the agencies from which you wish to receive leads. 
. Find out which competitors are also responding to bids and RFPs. 
 DemandStar can also be called for more information toll-free at 800-
331-5337. 

Connect to government bid opportunities 

https://www.scgov.net/mms/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.demandstar.com
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AROUND TOWN 

 

Public Works Director John Veneziano answers questions from those in at-

tendance at a Venice homeowners/condo owners associations common issues 

meeting Sept. 21 in Council chambers. 

Following a request 
from Assistant City 
Engineer James 
Clinch, volunteers 
with Keep Venice 
Beautiful removed 
about 75 Australian 
Pines, a like number 
of Brazilian peppers, 
two carrotwoods and 
two large bags of 
litter from the dunes 
on Venice beaches 
Sept. 8. Members are 
pictured at left with 
the first invasive to be 
removed. 

Residents of Aston Gardens decorated gift bags and filled them with items for grateful 
Venice police officers in late August. From left, Chief Tom Mattmuller, Capt. Mike 
Rose, Traffic Officer Paul Freeman, Master Police Officer Mat Sauchinitz, Sgt. Ron Per-
isho, Lt. Jessica Chappa, Lt. Jason Adams and Training Officer Dan Schuler.  

Aston Gardens resi-
dents decorating the 

goodie bags for po-
lice officers, from 
left, Cecile White, 

Ginnie Schultz, Alice 
White and Elaine 

Greene. Julie Son, 
the facility's director 

of recreation and 
events, said the bags 

were created as 
a small gesture of 

gratitude for all the 
Department does for 

our community. 
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AROUND TOWN 

 

The city’s Health and Well-
ness Fair, free and open to 
the public, was held at the 
Venice Community Center 
Aug. 31-Sept. 1. There were 
food, coffee and smoothie 
samples; giveaways and 
raffles, as well as compli-
mentary chair massages and 
fitness demos including hula 
hooping, at left. Participants 
could also learn about bike 
safety, Venice area wellness, 
and city parks and trails.  

The health fair featured 44 vendors and was orga-

nized by city Benefits Administrator Susie Daniels, 

above, and her Wellness Team, including Airport Ad-

ministrative Coordinator Marta Ugas-Carpenter at 

right.  

 

VPD Training Officer Dan Schuler plays a “Family Feud” trivia 

game about bicycle safety with Public Works employees Ste-

phen Sorrentino, Jay Pollard and Steven Soult. 
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AROUND TOWN 

 

 

Residents and visitors of all ages enjoyed food, good music and dancing 

at the Sept. 24 Venice Beach Party, presented by Venice MainStreet Inc. 

Some 3,000 attended the 3-8 p.m. event, which featured four area bands 

including Wild Root, above, and Jah Movement, bottom left. 
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AROUND TOWN 

 

City Clerk Lori Stelzer, with coordination from the Florida League of 

Cities (which provided speakers), organized mandatory training for 

area public officials on ethics, Sunshine and public records laws Sept. 

23 at Village on the Isle. Elected officials in Florida have to take this 

four-hour course annually, according to Stelzer. Above, attorney Nik-

ki Nate with the Bryant Miller Olive law firm of Tampa discusses the 

Sunshine Law as, below, Council Members Jeanette Gates, Fred 

Fraize and Rich Cautero listen. Mayor John Holic also attended. Sev-

enteen officials from Venice, North Port, Naples, Punta Gorda, Fort 

Myers, Holmes Beach, Arcadia and Lakewood Ranch were present. 

Janice and Glenn Stephens stand in front of the uniform of Janice’s fa-

ther, former Venice Police Chief John Shockey, on display at the “Burnin’ 

Rubber” exhibit at the Venice Museum & Archives. Glenn's father was 

also police chief, fire chief and Public Works director for a number of 

years, sometimes at the same time. Glenn drove the city’s historic 1926 

firetruck, “Old Betsy,” when he was 15.   

City of Venice 

and Sarasota 

County fire-

fighters cross 

train on gear 

recently at 

Station 52 in 

the city. 
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Venice Performing Arts Center                                   
1 Indian Ave.                                                                 
941-480-3191     

www.veniceperformingartscenter.com 

       “Salute to Veterans”        
      Venice Concert Band        

Nov. 7 

 Nelson Illusions: “Dreams of the Impossible”
 Nov. 12 

       “Atlantic City Boys”       
 Nov. 13 

“Bernstein-Tchaikovsky-Brahms”                         
Venice Symphony                                                     

Nov. 18-19 

        “Christmas Concert”       
        Venice Concert Band        

 Dec. 5 

   School of Russian Ballet: “The Nutcracker”  
   Dec. 11 

“Holiday Favorites”                                                                        
  Venice Chorale with the Venice Symphony     

Dec. 16-18 

 

Venice Art Center                                        
390 Nokomis Ave. S.                                                       

941-485-7136                          
www.veniceartcenter.com   

“Members’ Show — Anything and Everything”

 Oct. 7-Nov. 4             

   “Let Freedom Ring — A Tribute to America     

                    and Our Military”       

 Nov. 11-Dec. 9 

“Julia Hyman & Linda Larisch Together Again” 

 Dec. 16-Jan. 13 

 

                         

Venice Theatre                                                       
140 Tampa Ave. W.                                                                   

941-488-1115                                            
www.venicestage.com 

        “The Sunshine Boys”        
         Sept. 27-Oct. 16 

        “The Toxic Avenger”        
         Sept. 30-Oct. 23 

     “R.P.M. 30th Anniversary Concert”     
           Oct. 9 

        “Get Out of Dodge”         
           Nov. 3-20 

        “Billy Elliot the Musical”       
               Nov. 8-Dec. 4 

        “The Alter Eagles”          
             Nov. 13-14 

     Brian Gurl: “Gershwin with a Twist”    
          Nov. 20-21 

      “6 Women with Brain Death”      
          Dec. 2-18 

       “Late Nite Catechism”         
          Dec. 9-10 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 



          WATER RULES                                                                     
 City of Venice residents are permitted to irrigate lawns 
one day per week:                                                                              
 Even addresses on Tuesdays                                                                                       
 Odd addresses on Thursdays                                                                                     
 Before 8 a.m. and after 6 p.m. for properties under 2 
acres. For properties 2 acres or greater, watering is al-
lowed before 10 a.m. and after 4 p.m.                                                                                        
 Hand watering hot spots and micro-irrigation of other 
plants is allowed on any day, at any time.                                       
 New and replaced lawns get a 60-day exemption. Irriga-
tion can occur any time of day on the day of installation, 
and during the restricted hours on any day thereafter for up 
to 60 days.                                                                                                    
 There are no restrictions on car washing, pressure wash-
ing, use of fountains or use of reuse or reclaimed water. A 
shut-off nozzle on hoses should be used for car washing and 
hand watering of garden plants. Conservation is encour-
aged. 

Like us on Facebook:                                                        

Venice, Florida Municipal Government 

  Follow city meetings            
 To access meeting agendas, visit 
www.venicegov.com.                             
 On the left of this page, click on 
Meetings, find the meeting you want 
to view, look to the right of it and 
click on Agenda, click open and view.       
 To watch City meetings, instead of 
clicking on Agenda, click on Video or 
“In progress.” 
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ZIKA VIRUS INFO: The Zika Virus Information Hotline for current Florida residents and 
visitors, as well as anyone planning on traveling to Florida in the near future, is man-
aged by the state Department of Health and can be reached at 1-855-622-6735. For 
more information on the Zika virus, visit www.floridahealth.gov. 

New Venice Library location to open Oct. 4 
 Sarasota County Libraries and Historical Resources announces the opening of the new 
home of the temporary Venice Public Library at 10 a.m. Tuesday, Oct. 4.          
 The new, larger library, located behind the Venice Theatre at 260 N. Nokomis Ave. in 
the Hamilton building, features a substantial collection of books, DVDs, magazine and 
newspapers. In addition, the new library includes a children's area, expanded reading are-
as with increased seating, more computers for public use, and is within walking distance 
of the scenic Intracoastal Waterway and historic downtown. There is also a Sarasota 
County Area Transit bus stop just one block away.                     
 "We're simply delighted to unveil this enhanced library service for the citizens of Ven-
ice," said Director of Libraries and Historical Resources Sarabeth Kalajian. "Our dedicated, 
helpful staff is ready and eager to welcome them."                    
 To aid in the transition, the temporary location at the Venice Community Center (VCC) 
closed Sept. 27 to prepare for moving to the larger site. However, a book return will re-
main in place at the VCC for patrons' convenience.                     
 Once opened, the new Venice Library will be open Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
 For more information, call the Sarasota County Contact Center at 941-861-5000 or visit 
www.scgov.net. 

RED TIDE INFO: Red tide is a naturally occurring microscopic algae that has been doc-
umented along Florida’s Gulf Coast since the 1840s. Blooms, or higher-than-normal 
concentrations, of the Florida red tide alga, Karenia brevis, frequently occur in the Gulf 
of Mexico at this time of year (late summer or early fall) and can cause fish kills and 
respiratory irritation in humans. Red tide begins in the Gulf of Mexico 10 to 40 miles 
offshore and can be transported inshore by winds and currents. The Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission posts red tide status reports on Wednesdays and 
Fridays. To view this report and to track red tide blooms, visit MyFWC.com/RedTide.  

http://www.floridahealth.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Tf67cKGJxDI7nZWh049MRWa4DsabjN0YgbKyzDgQr32wAcXP6HcHHn7DqqvUqZhopqBFha_SbULjatV5KqOioLc-450-B_royWVPc0HU3_S18IWNfGyrLhT0A-UmNHg_V8vfwnBi5prEnJ9J5Fuddu21wRYhWkVLAZ581G2rsdvOS_8_kQOk-A==&c=R9G62TLRH_ROMpzWGmJwSsW0DLC9WSEhYi8TIHc1E

